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Department of Social Sciences and Security Studies 

Unit Outline  

SUST2000 Sociocultural Perspectives of Sustainability  

Semester 1, 2019  

 

 Learning Management System: Blackboard (lms.curtin.edu.au)  

 

Unit study package code: SUST2000  
 

Mode of study: Internal   

Tuition pattern summary: This unit does not have a fieldwork component.   

Credit Value: 25.0   

Pre-requisite units: Nil   

Co-requisite units: Nil   

Anti-requisite units: Nil   

Result type: Grade/Mark   

Approved incidental fees: Information about approved incidental fees can be obtained from our website. Visit 

fees.curtin.edu.au/incidental_fees.cfm for details.  

 

Unit coordinator: Title: Professor  

 Name: Bob Pokrant  

 Phone: +61 8 9266 7656  

 Email: B.Pokrant@curtin.edu.au  

 Location: Building: 209 - Room: 303  

Teaching Staff: Consultation times: TBA 

 

 

Administrative contact: Name: Meg Bastian 
 

 Phone: +61 8 9266 7621   

 Email: HUM-MCCATeachingSupport@curtin.edu.au  

 Location: Building: 208 - Room: 421  

http://lms.curtin.edu.au/
http://fees.curtin.edu.au/incidental_fees.cfm
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Acknowledgement of Country  

We respectfully acknowledge the Indigenous Elders, custodians, their descendants and kin of this land past and 

present. The Centre for Aboriginal Studies aspires to contribute to positive social change for Indigenous Australians 

through higher education and research.  

 

Syllabus  

This unit examines what people of diverse cultural and social backgrounds understand by sustainability. It looks at 

how they are affected by and respond to state, market and wider community strategies to bring about more 

sustainable ways of living. The main topics include: the idea of sustainability in social science; the relationship 

between social, cultural and environmental notions of sustainability; how people understand and relate to the natural 

world; the social and cultural meaning of sustainable development; the Sustainable Development Goals; Climate 

change and sustainability. Case materials will be drawn from Australia and its region.  

 

Introduction  

This unit examines what people of diverse cultural and social backgrounds understand by sustainability. It looks at how 

they are affected by and respond to state, market, economic and wider community strategies to bring about sustainable 

ways of living in the 21st century. The main topics covered are: the idea of sustainability in social science; the relationship 

between social, cultural and ecological notions of sustainability; sustainable development and global inequality; living 

sustainably and sustainable consumption; policy and the politics of sustainability; climate change and sustainability; 

how people understand and relate to the non-human world. Case materials will be drawn from developing and 

developed states using a selection of case studies based on the post-2015 seventeen sustainable development goals.   

 

Unit Learning Outcomes  

All graduates of Curtin University achieve a set of nine Graduate Attributes during their course of study. These inform 

an employer that, through your studies, you have acquired discipline knowledge and a range of other skills and 

attributes which employers would value in a professional setting. Each unit in your course addresses the Graduate 

Attributes through a clearly identified set of learning outcomes. They form a vital part in the process referred to as 

assurance of learning. The learning outcomes notify you of what you are expected to know, understand or be able to 

do in order to be successful in this unit. Each assessment for this unit is carefully designed to test your knowledge of 

one or more of the unit learning outcomes. On successfully completing all of the assessments you will have achieved 

all of these learning outcomes.  

Your course has been designed so that on graduating you will have achieved all of Curtin's Graduate Attributes 

through the assurance of learning processes in each unit.  

 
On successful completion of this unit students can: 

Graduate Attributes 

addressed 

1 Evaluate the relevance of academic and policy sources for understanding and developing 

policy initiatives in relation to socio–cultural aspects of sustainability 

 

2 Identify and analyse different notions of sustainability and their main features 

  

3 Critically evaluate key notions of sustainability and their applicability to the development 

of sustainable life–worlds   

    

  

    

http://karda.curtin.edu.au/
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Curtin's Graduate Attributes  

 Apply discipline knowledge   

Thinking skills  
(use analytical skills to solve problems)   

Information skills  
(confidence to investigate new ideas)  

 Communication skills  Technology skills  

Learning how to learn  
(apply principles learnt to new situations)  
(confidence to tackle unfamiliar problems)  

 International perspective  
(value the perspectives of others)  

 Cultural understanding  
(value the perspectives of others)  

 

Professional Skills  
(work independently and as a team)  
(plan own work)  

Find out more about Curtin's Graduate attributes at the Office of Teaching & Learning website: ctl.curtin.edu.au 

Learning Activities  

1. You will work individually to analyse tutorial questions and present preliminary observations;  

2. You will make a short PowerPoint presentation on work-in-progress for your final written assignment;  

3. You will produce a concise written summary on the sustainable development goals post 2015;   

4. You will be expected to make oral observations, critical comments and other commentary on points made in 

lectures via email, discussion board and when communicating with your fellow students and with Silvia and Bob.   

   

 

Learning Resources  
Recommended texts  

You do not have to purchase the following textbooks but you may like to refer to them.  

⚫ (Key concepts) - By Leslie Paul Thiele.  This book is available on line and in the library . (ISBN/ISSN: 

ISBN/ISSN: 13: 978-0745656106)  

Other resources  

Brightman, M and Lewis, J, (eds.)2017. The Anthropology of Sustainability: Beyond Development and Progress. 

Palgrave Macmillan: New York. 

Baer, H.A. and Singer, M., 2018. The anthropology of climate change: An integrated critical perspective. Routledge. 

L. Stocker And Kennedy, Deborah. 2009. Cultural Models of the Coast in Australia: Toward sustainability. Coastal 

Management, 37:5,387 — 404   

Laura Stocker and Deborah Kennedy. 2011. Artistic Responses to the Sea and Coast: Implications for Sustainability.  

Curtin University Sustainability Policy Institute (CUSP)   

Miller, E., & Bentley, K. (2012). Leading a Sustainable Lifestyle in a ‘Non-Sustainable World’ Reflections from 

Australian Ecovillage and Suburban Residents. Journal of Education for Sustainable Development, 6(1), 137-147.   

Micheletti, M., & Stolle, D. (2012). Sustainable citizenship and the new politics of consumption. The ANNALS of the 

American Academy of Political and Social Science, 644(1), 88-120. H.   

Charles J. Godfray, et al. 2010. Food Security: The Challenge of Feeding 9 Billion People. Science 327, 812-817. Rosset, 

P. (2011). Food sovereignty and alternative paradigms to confront land grabbing and the food and climate crises. 

Development, 54(1), 21-30.   

 

http://ctl.curtin.edu.au/
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Assessment  

Assessment schedule  

 

Task Value % Date Due 

Unit Learning  

Outcome(s)  

Assessed 

1 

Essay 40 percent Week: Week-10   

Day: Friday the 18th  

of May  Time: 

2359   

1,2,3  

2 

Presentation 20 percent Week: TBA  

Day:  

Monday/Tuesday   

Time: TBA   

2,3  

3 

Report 40 percent Week: Week -6  

Day: Friday the 13th  

of April   

Time: 1600/4pm   

1,2  

Detailed information on assessment tasks  

1. Essay (2000)    

The aim of this final essay assignment is to allow you to explore both creatively and systematically how you 

would design a sustainable system. A sustainable system can range from designing a sustainable house to 

designing a new economic system to designing a sustainable planet. You choose what best suits your interests.   

Thiele (2013, 4-5) provides what he calls a working definition of sustainability, which may be of help to you when 

preparing this assignment. He states: ‘Sustainability is an adaptive art wedded to science in service to ethical 

vision. It entails satisfying current needs without sacrificing future well-being through the balanced pursuit of 

ecological health, economic welfare, social empowerment, and cultural creativity’. Note some of the key 

indicators of sustainability in this definition: 1. Making sure we fulfil current needs without undermining future 

generations’ well-being; 2. The use of the concept ‘well-being’. Well-being consists of:   

3. Care for the environment, economic activity, people’s sense of involvement and engagement in the world 

around them, and people’s capacity to exercise their creative potential. You can take up any or all of these ideas 

and use them as a sounding board for your own design. They are somewhat abstract ideas so one of the 

challenges is to put some flesh on them, make them more specific, practical and realizable.   

We will discuss this in detail in class before the due date.   

1. Choose your object for design-this can be a physical object (albeit with cultural meaning) or a set of 

relationships. You will find that any designed object in the sense in which we are using it here will involve 

construction of particular sets of physical, social and cultural relationships for the designed object to have any 

human use. 2. The goal you set yourself is to design something sustainably. Thus, you will need to make it explicit 

how the object designed serves a sustainable goal. You will need to research your criteria of sustainability (Thiele 

above is a start). 3. Think about sustainability as an objective or goal but also as a process. Put another way, a 

sustainable object involves using sustainable methods for its creation such that it continues to be sustainable 

after it has been designed and put in place. This leads us to the environment of sustainability. 4. The environment 

of the sustainable object includes the sets of social and other conditions necessary for it to function sustainably. 

This is a complex matter as you may create a sustainable object but the conditions around it that continue to 

operate may themselves be unsustainable. For example, you may design a sustainable house according to a set 

of criteria related to house design. But the environment within which the house is to function as a house may 

contain unsustainable elements. Rather than get yourself all tied up with thoughts about the ultimately 
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sustainable design, think about what the strengths and weaknesses are of your design. These will form part of 

your commentary on the design. 5. The assignment should be divided into two parts: a. Design object: discuss 

the object, its purpose and why you chose it; b. Design commentary: discuss the criteria you used to meet the 

sustainability requirement and the strengths and limitations of those criteria. There must be a minimum of TEN 

references with FIVE being scholarly.   

2. Presentation  The due date of the presentation will be discussed in the first week of lectures due to FINAL 

student numbers.    

You are asked to prepare a PowerPoint presentation or equivalent of NO MORE THAN SEVEN SLIDES on your 

proposed design. YOU HAVE SEVEN MINUTES TO PRESENT The presentation should include - the following: 1. 

Statement of the main objective of your design. What it aims to do. 2. Statement of what the main elements of 

the design are. 3. Statement of what makes the design, and the elements that make it up, sustainable. You might 

want to say how your design seeks to avoid being unsustainable. 4. Statement of outstanding issues you need 

to deal with and an invitation to the class to ask questions and make comments. Please remember, this is a 

WORK-IN-PROGRESS and there will be some rough edges, unfinished details, questions still to be answered and 

so on. See it is a preliminary statement in visual form of your final essay. You will prepare a PowerPoint or 

equivalent in lieu of a tutorial presentation. Include any accompanying notes for your PowerPoint.     

3. Report (1500)    

The question will be posted and discussed in the first week of our lectures and it will be on the post 2015 

sustainable development goals. You can select one of the 17 goals.  1. Provide your answer or response to the 

tutorial question. 2. Summarise the key points arising from tutorial discussion.   

In doing this assignment, make sure you include the full title of the tutorial at the head of the page. The title will 

NOT be included as part of the word count.  There must be a minimum of five references. This should include 

both scholarly and grey literature.   

Pass requirements  

You will pass the unit as long as you submit all assessments and obtain a Final Mark of 50% or more for the unit. You 

may fail any individual assessment; however, as long as your Final Mark is 50% or more, you will still pass the unit. If 

you do not submit all assessments, you will fail the unit even if you’re Final Mark from completed assessments is 50% 

or more.   

  

Fair assessment through moderation  

Moderation describes a quality assurance process to ensure that assessments are appropriate to the learning 

outcomes, and that students work is evaluated consistently by assessors. Minimum standards for the moderation of 

assessments are described in the Assessment and Student Progression Manual, available from 

policies.curtin.edu.au/findapolicy/   

  

Late assessment policy  

This ensures that the requirements for submission of assignments and other work to be assessed are fair, transparent, 

equitable and that penalties are consistently applied.  

1. All student assessments are required to have a due date and time specified on this Unit Outline.   

2. Students will be penalised by a deduction of ten percent per calendar day for a late assessment submission 

(e.g. a mark equivalent to 10% of the total allocated for the assessment will be deducted from the marked 

value for every day that the assessment is late). This means that an assessment worth 20 marks will have two 

marks deducted per calendar day late. Hence if it was handed in three calendar days late and given a mark of 

16/20, the student would receive 10/20. An assessment more than seven calendar days overdue will not be 

marked and will receive a mark of 0.   

http://policies.curtin.edu.au/findapolicy/
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Assessment extension  

A student unable to complete an assessment task by/on the original published date/time (e.g. examinations, tests) or 

due date/time (e.g. assignments) must apply for an assessment extension using the Assessment Extension form 

(available from the Forms page at students.curtin.edu.au/administration/) as prescribed by the Academic Registrar. It 

is the responsibility of the student to demonstrate and provide evidence for exceptional circumstances beyond the 

student's control that prevent them from completing/submitting the assessment task.   

The student will be expected to lodge the form and supporting documentation with the unit coordinator before the 

assessment date/time or due date/time. An application may be accepted up to five working days after the date or 

due date of the assessment task where the student is able to provide an acceptable explanation as to why he or she 

was not able to submit the application prior to the assessment date. An application for an assessment extension will 

not be accepted after the date of the Board of Examiners' meeting.   

All assessment extensions must be in accordance with Curtin University policy. Please follow the link -above- that 

clearly states what is acceptable in the context of Curtin University policy and assessment extensions.   

  

Deferred assessments  

If your results show that you have been granted a deferred assessment you should immediately check OASIS for 

details. 

  

Supplementary assessments  

Supplementary assessments are not available in this unit.  

  

Reasonable adjustments for students with disabilities/health circumstances likely to impact 

on studies  

A Curtin Access Plan (CAP) is a document that outlines the type and level of support required by a student with a 

disability or health condition to have equitable access to their studies at Curtin.  This support can include alternative 

exam or test arrangements, study materials in accessible formats, access to Curtin’s facilities and services or other 

support as discussed with an advisor from Disability Services (disability.curtin.edu.au).  Documentation is required 

from your treating Health Professional to confirm your health circumstances.   

If you think you may be eligible for a CAP, please contact Disability Services. If you already have a CAP please provide 

it to the Unit Coordinator at the beginning of each study period.   

  

Referencing style  

The referencing style for this unit is APA 5th Ed.  

More information can be found on this style from the Library web site:  

http://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/referencing.   

 

Privacy  

As part of a learning or assessment activity, or class participation, your image or voice may be recorded or 

transmitted by equipment and systems operated by Curtin University. Transmission may be to other venues on 

campus or to others both in Australia and overseas.  

Your image or voice may also be recorded by students on personal equipment for individual or group study or 

assessment purposes. Such recordings may not be reproduced or uploaded to a publically accessible web 

environment. If you wish to make such recordings for study purposes as a courtesy you should always seek the 

permission of those who are impacted by the recording.  

http://students.curtin.edu.au/administration/
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/CAP.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/disability_services.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/disablity_services_eligibility.htm#/health-and-wellbeing/10126.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/contact_disability_services.htm
http://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/referencing
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Recording of classes or course materials may not be exchanged or distributed for commercial purposes, for 

compensation, or for any other purpose other than personal study for the enrolled students in the unit. Breach of this 

may subject a student to disciplinary action under Statute No 10 – Student Disciplinary Statute.  

If you wish to discuss this please talk to your Unit Coordinator.  

 

Copyright  

The course material for this unit is provided to you for your own research and study only. It is subject to copyright. It 

is a copyright infringement to make this material available on third party websites.  

 

Academic Integrity (including plagiarism and cheating)  

Any conduct by a student that is dishonest or unfair in connection with any academic work is considered to be 

academic misconduct. Plagiarism and cheating are serious offences that will be investigated and may result in 

penalties such as reduced or zero grades, annulled units or even termination from the course. Assessments under 

investigation will not be given a mark until the matter is concluded. This may result in the unit grade being withheld 

or a grade of Fail Incomplete (F-IN) until a decision has been made by the Student Disciplinary Panel. This may 

impact on enrolment in further units/study periods.   

Plagiarism occurs when work or property of another person is presented as one's own, without appropriate 

acknowledgement or referencing. Submitting work which has been produced by someone else (e.g. allowing or 

contracting another person to do the work for which you claim authorship) is also plagiarism. Submitted work is 

subjected to a plagiarism detection process, which may include the use of text matching systems or interviews with 

students to determine authorship.   

Cheating includes (but is not limited to) asking or paying someone to complete an assessment task for you or any 

use of unauthorised materials or assistance during an examination or test.   

From Semester 1, 2016, all incoming coursework students are required to complete Curtin’s Academic Integrity 

Program (AIP). If a student does not pass the program by the end of their first study period of enrolment at Curtin, 

their marks will be withheld until they pass. More information about the AIP can be found at: 

https://academicintegrity.curtin.edu.au/students/AIP.cfm   

Refer to the Academic Integrity tab in Blackboard or academicintegrity.curtin.edu.au for more information, including 

student guidelines for avoiding plagiarism.   

 

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Expectations  

Curtin students are expected to have reliable internet access in order to connect to OASIS email and learning systems 

such as Blackboard and Library Services.  

You may also require a computer or mobile device for preparing and submitting your work.  

Curtin students are expected to have reliable internet access in order to connect to OASIS email and learning systems 

such as Blackboard and Library Services. You may also require a computer or mobile device for preparing and 

submitting your work. For general ICT assistance, in the first instance please contact OASIS Student Support: 

oasisapps.curtin.edu.au/help/general/support.cfm For specific assistance with any of the items listed below, please 

contact The Learning Centre: life.curtin.edu.au/learning-support/learning_centre.htm  l Using Blackboard, the I Drive 

and Back-Up files  l Introduction to PowerPoint, Word and Excel  

For general ICT assistance, in the first instance please contact OASIS Student Support: 

oasisapps.curtin.edu.au/help/general/support.cfm  

For specific assistance with any of the items listed below, please contact The Learning Centre: 

life.curtin.edu.au/learning-support/learning_centre.htm  

https://academicintegrity.curtin.edu.au/students/AIP.cfm
http://academicintegrity.curtin.edu.au/
https://oasisapps.curtin.edu.au/help/general/support.cfm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/learning-support/learning_centre.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/learning-support/learning_centre.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/learning-support/learning_centre.htm
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⚫ Using Blackboard, the I Drive and Back-Up files  

⚫ Introduction to PowerPoint, Word and Excel   

 

Additional information  
Enrolment  

It is your responsibility to ensure that your enrolment is correct - you can check your enrolment through the eStudent 

option on OASIS, where you can also print an Enrolment Advice.   

 

Student Rights and Responsibilities  

It is the responsibility of every student to be aware of all relevant legislation, policies and procedures relating to their 

rights and responsibilities as a student. These include:   

⚫ the Student Charter  ⚫ Values and Signature 

Behaviours   

⚫ the University's policy and statements on plagiarism 

and academic integrity  ⚫ copyright principles and 

responsibilities  ⚫ the University's policies on appropriate 

use of software and computer facilities   

Information on all of the above is available through the University's "Student Rights and Responsibilities" website at: 

students.curtin.edu.au/rights.   

 

Student Equity  

There are a number of factors that might disadvantage some students from participating in their studies or 

assessments to the best of their ability, under standard conditions. These factors may include a disability or medical 

condition (e.g. mental illness, chronic illness, physical or sensory disability, learning disability), significant family 

responsibilities, pregnancy, religious practices, living in a remote location or another reason. If you believe you may 

be unfairly disadvantaged on these or other grounds please contact Student Equity at eesj@curtin.edu.au or go to 

http://eesj.curtin.edu.au/student_equity/index.cfm for more information  

You can also contact Counselling and Disability services: http://www.disability.curtin.edu.au or the Multi-faith services: 

http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/about_multifaith_services.htm for further information.   

It is important to note that the staff of the university may not be able to meet your needs if they are not informed of 

your individual circumstances so please get in touch with the appropriate service if you require assistance. For 

general wellbeing concerns or advice please contact Curtin's Student Wellbeing Advisory Service at:   

http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/student_wellbeing_service.htm  

 

Recent unit changes  

Students are encouraged to provide unit feedback through eVALUate, Curtin's online student feedback system. For 

more information about eVALUate, please refer to evaluate.curtin.edu.au/info/.  

 

To view previous student feedback about this unit, search for the Unit Summary Report at 

https://evaluate.curtin.edu.au/student/unit_search.cfm. See  

  

https://evaluate.curtin.edu.au/info/dates.cfm to find out when you can eVALUate this unit.  

Recent changes to this unit include:  

http://students.curtin.edu.au/rights/
http://eesj.curtin.edu.au/student_equity/index.cfm
http://www.disability.curtin.edu.au/
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/about_multifaith_services.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/about_multifaith_services.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/about_multifaith_services.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/about_multifaith_services.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/about_multifaith_services.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/student_wellbeing_service.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/student_wellbeing_service.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/student_wellbeing_service.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/student_wellbeing_service.htm
http://life.curtin.edu.au/health-and-wellbeing/student_wellbeing_service.htm
http://evaluate.curtin.edu.au/info/index.cfm
https://evaluate.curtin.edu.au/student/unit_search.cfm
https://evaluate.curtin.edu.au/info/dates.cfm
https://evaluate.curtin.edu.au/info/dates.cfm
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The program for this unit has been updated in order to maintain cutting edge research and learning that reflects  

21st century sustainability  
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Program calendar  

Program Calendar – Semester 1 2019  

 Week  Begin 

Date  
Lecture/  

Seminar  

Pre-readings  Tutorial/Othe

r  

Assessmen

t Due  

 

Orientatio

n  

19  

February  

 Orientation Week  

1.  26  

February  

Welcome to sustainability and course overview  NA  NA  NA   

2.  5 March  The Anthropocene state we’re in. 

From modernisation to sustainable development 

Thiele, intro. and chapter 1  

Other readings and video will be posted  

As per study 

plan  

NA  

3.  12 March  The Sustainable Development Goals: seeking 

resilient, inclusive and equitable economic growth 

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018. 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2018/ 

 

As per study 

plan  

NA  

4.  19 March  Relations between humans and the more-than-

human world: Where do the Sustainable 

Development Goals stand?  

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/africaatlse/2015/09/23/five-

reasons-to-think-twice-about-the-uns-sustainable-

development-goals/ 

Kopnina, H., 2016. The victims of unsustainability: a 

challenge to sustainable development 

goals. International Journal of Sustainable 

Development & World Ecology, 23(2), pp.11 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/bitstream/handl

e/1887/45922/KopninaThevictimsofunsustainabili

tyIJSDWE2016.pdf?sequence=1 3-121 

http://theconversation.com/the-great-shark-

debate-tocull-or-not-to-cull-9550  

   

 

As per study 

plan  

NA  

5.  26 March  Politics, governance and sustainability: who and 

what controls the narratives and practices of 

sustainable development? 

Thiele ch. 5. 

Scoones, I., 2016. The politics of sustainability and 

development. Annual Review of Environment and 

Resources, 41, pp.293-319. 

Held, D., Roger, C., & Nag, E. M. 2013. Climate 

governance in the developing world. John Wiley & 

Sons.  

Ayers, J. M., Huq, S., Faisal, A. M., & Hussain, S. T. 2014. 

Mainstreaming climate change adaptation into 

development: a case study of Bangladesh. Wiley  

Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change, 5(1), 37-51. 

As per study 

plan  

NA  

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2018/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/africaatlse/2015/09/23/five-reasons-to-think-twice-about-the-uns-sustainable-development-goals/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/africaatlse/2015/09/23/five-reasons-to-think-twice-about-the-uns-sustainable-development-goals/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/africaatlse/2015/09/23/five-reasons-to-think-twice-about-the-uns-sustainable-development-goals/
http://theconversation.com/the-great-shark-debate-to-cull-or-not-to-cull-9550
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http://theconversation.com/the-great-shark-debate-to-cull-or-not-to-cull-9550
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6.  2 April   Tuition Free Week  

7.  9 April  Does gender equality matter to sustainability?   Collins, A., 2018. Saying all the right things? 

Gendered discourse in climate-smart 

agriculture. The Journal of Peasant Studies, 45(1), 

pp.175-191. 

Bina Agarwal, 

Gender equality, food security and the sustainable 

development goals, Current Opinion in 

Environmental Sustainability, Volume 34, 2018, 

Pp. 26-32, 

Irving, S. and Helin, J., 2018. A world for sale? An 

ecofeminist reading of sustainable development 

discourse. Gender, Work & Organization, 25(3), 

pp.264-278. 

As per study 

plan  

Report due 

on  

Friday the 

13th of April  

8.  16 April  Is Australia on track to become a sustainable 

nation?   

https://theconversation.com/australia-falls-further-

in-rankings-on-progress-towards-un-sustainable-

development-goals-99737 

https://dfat.gov.au/aid/topics/development-

issues/2030-agenda/Pages/sustainable-

development-goals.aspx 

Swapan, A.Y., Bay, J.H. and Marinova, D., 2018. Built 

Form and Community Building in Residential 

Neighbourhoods: A Case Study of Physical Distance 

in Subiaco, Western Australia. Sustainability, 10(6), 

p.1703. 

Graham, S., Barnett, J., Mortreux, C., Hurlimann, A. and 

Fincher, R., 2018. Local values and fairness in climate 

change adaptation: Insights from marginal rural 

Australian communities. World Development, 108, 

pp.332-343. 

Gergis, J., 2018. Sunburnt Country: The History and 

Future of Climate Change in Australia. Melbourne 

Univ. Publishing. 

 

As per study 

plan  

NA  

9.  23 April   Tuition Free Week  

10.  30 April  What role for local and indigenous experience and 

knowledge for a sustainable future?   

Trigger, David S. , Toussaint, Yann and Mulcock, 

Jane. 2010. 'Ecological Restoration in Australia:  

Environmental Discourses, Landscape Ideals, and the  

Significance of Human Agency', Society & Natural  

Resources, 23: 11, 1060-1074 

Jeffery, L. 2013. ‘We are the true guardians of the 

environment’: human‐environment relations and 

debates about the future of the Chagos Archipelago. 

As per study 

plan  

NA  

https://theconversation.com/australia-falls-further-in-rankings-on-progress-towards-un-sustainable-development-goals-99737
https://theconversation.com/australia-falls-further-in-rankings-on-progress-towards-un-sustainable-development-goals-99737
https://theconversation.com/australia-falls-further-in-rankings-on-progress-towards-un-sustainable-development-goals-99737
https://dfat.gov.au/aid/topics/development-issues/2030-agenda/Pages/sustainable-development-goals.aspx
https://dfat.gov.au/aid/topics/development-issues/2030-agenda/Pages/sustainable-development-goals.aspx
https://dfat.gov.au/aid/topics/development-issues/2030-agenda/Pages/sustainable-development-goals.aspx
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Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 19(2), 

300-318.  

Nicholas Gill.2005. Life and death in Australian 

Australian ‘heartlands’: pastoralism, ecology and 

rethinking the outback Journal of Rural Studies, Volume 

21, Issue 1, January, Pages 39-53  

Connell, J., 2018. Islands: balancing development and 

sustainability?. Environmental Conservation, 45(2), 

pp.111-124. 

11.  7 May  Climate action and the Sustainable Development 

Goals 

IPCC, 2018: Summary for Policymakers. In: Global warming 

of 1.5°C.  V. Masson-Delmotte, P. Zhai, H. O. Pörtner, D. 

Roberts, J. Skea, P. R. Shukla, A. Pirani, W. Moufouma-

Okia, C. Péan, R. Pidcock, S. Connors, J. B. R. Matthews, 

Y. Chen, X. Zhou, M. I. Gomis, E. Lonnoy, T. Maycock, M. 

Tignor, T. Waterfield (eds.)]. World Meteorological 

Organization, Geneva, Switzerland, 32 pp. 

Pearce, T., Rodríguez, E., Fawcett, D. and Ford, J., 2018. 

How Is Australia Adapting to Climate Change Based on 

a Systematic Review?. Sustainability, 10(9), p.3280. 

 

As per study 

plan  

NA  

12.  14 May  The view from the bottom: Understanding 

changing weather in coastal Bangladesh 

Rahman, M. and Pokrant, B., 2015. Changing local 

weather and adaptation in two coastal villages in 

Bangladesh. Journal of the Indian Ocean Region, 11(1), 

pp.74-97. 

Hasan, Z. and Nursey-Bray, M., 2018. Artisan fishers’ 

perception of climate change and disasters in coastal 

Bangladesh. Journal of Environmental Planning and 

Management, 61(7), pp.1204-1223. 

 

As per study 

plan  

Major 

essay due 

on Friday 

the 18th of 

May  

13.  21 May  To grow or not to grow. Is that the question? 

Reflections on the possibility of sustainable 

futures. 

Thiele, chapter 6 

http://steadystate.org/  

Giorgio Nebbia.2012. The Unsustainability of  

Sustainability, Capitalism Nature Socialism, 23:2, 95-107  

Journal of Cleaner Production, Vol. 18, Issue 6, April  

2010, 511–518. Growth, Recession or Degrowth for 

Sustainability and Equity? (Special Issue)  

 

As per study 

plan  

NA  

14.  28 May  Summary of key themes   Q and A As per study 

plan  

NA  

http://www.sciencedirect.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/science?_ob=RedirectURL&_method=outwardLink&_partnerName=27983&_origin=article&_zone=art_page&_linkType=scopusAuthorDocuments&_targetURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scopus.com%2Fscopus%2Finward%2Fauthor.url%3FpartnerID%3D10%26rel%3D3.0.0%26sortField%3Dcited%26sortOrder%3Dasc%26author%3DGill,%2520Nicholas%26authorID%3D35952092100%26md5%3D309906cc3552c23ebf09b91d2372843a&_acct=C000004498&_version=1&_userid=41361&md5=ec8fdbf972c180b9a4b00e64e010f3d3
http://www.sciencedirect.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/science/journal/07430167
http://www.sciencedirect.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%235977%232005%23999789998%23558489%23FLA%23&_cdi=5977&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000004498&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=41361&md5=9ab8ec9d9ec2dcc45cdfbe7ade5b65de
http://www.sciencedirect.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%235977%232005%23999789998%23558489%23FLA%23&_cdi=5977&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000004498&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=41361&md5=9ab8ec9d9ec2dcc45cdfbe7ade5b65de
http://www.sciencedirect.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%235977%232005%23999789998%23558489%23FLA%23&_cdi=5977&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000004498&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=41361&md5=9ab8ec9d9ec2dcc45cdfbe7ade5b65de
http://www.sciencedirect.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/science?_ob=PublicationURL&_tockey=%23TOC%235977%232005%23999789998%23558489%23FLA%23&_cdi=5977&_pubType=J&view=c&_auth=y&_acct=C000004498&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=41361&md5=9ab8ec9d9ec2dcc45cdfbe7ade5b65de
http://steadystate.org/
http://www.sciencedirect.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/science/journal/09596526
http://www.sciencedirect.com.dbgw.lis.curtin.edu.au/science/journal/09596526/18/6
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15.  4 June  Study Week  

16.  11 June  Examinations  

17.  18 June  Examinations  
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