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Menno Simons College, Canadian Mennonite University, and affiliated with the 
University of Winnipeg 

Syllabus: Introduction to International Development Studies, IDS-1100/6-002  
Fall-Winter Term 2019-20 

 
Class location: 2MS13 Class Times: Tu & Th 10-11:15am   
Course Website: https://nexus.uwinnipeg.ca  
Instructor:Dr. Jerry Buckland Office:2MS23 Office hours: Tu & Th 2:30-3:45pm 
Email: via Nexus  Telephone:204-953-3859  
Faculty Member Website: http://www.mscollege.ca/about.php?s=faculty&id=515  

Calendar Course Description  
Persistent poverty and discrimination, rising inequality and environmental stress, vulnerability to violence and disaster-
these problems challenge people around the world. Imagine yourself as an agent of change, seeking ways to live justly 
and peacefully with others and the earth. Where would one look for ideas? This course introduces students to the 
concepts and critical tools needed to understand a range of approaches to change, both conventional and 
transformative. Students learn to pose and answer questions about current development challenges, and to analyze 
examples of successful and unsuccessful development at the global, national, and community levels 
 
This section of the course recognizes and seeks to understand the rise of much of the Global South, particularly Asia 
most notably China, the rise of environmental challenges, and it seeks to understand the obstacles of and opportunities 
for human and environmental health with particular focus on for low-income people, communities, and countries 
located around the world.  

Course Objectives 
o Identify key elements of theoretical approaches to development and be able to identify examples of each of these 

theoretical approaches. 
o Assess the ability of these theoretical approaches to explain selected cases of development. 
o Gain awareness of selected development problems and identify factors at the local, national and global levels that 

have contributed to these problems. 
o Critically examine different responses to these problems, including how value assumptions and theoretical 

orientation shape these responses. 
o Identify key development actors who formulate and carry out these responses. 
o Gain awareness of skills that are important to the field of international development such as planning, evaluating, 

and researching.  
o Improve your independent research skills such as critical thinking, researching, writing, and referencing.  
o Improve your inter-personal and professional skills such as engaging in class discussions, engaging in small group 

conversations and simulations, collaborating with your peers, actively listening, and effectively communicating.  

 
 
 

Assignments & Grade Assessment 
Your grade will be assessed based on a series of tests & assignments listed below. More details on certain assignments 
are found below.  
 

https://nexus.uwinnipeg.ca/
http://www.mscollege.ca/about.php?s=faculty&id=515
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 Assignment  Value (%) towards 
final grade 

Deadline or  
Date 

Fa
ll 

Te
rm

 

1a.Chapter report on This Place: 150 
Years Retold 

7.5 3Oct 

1b.Chapter report on This Place: 150 
Years Retold -- small group assignment  

2.5 3Oct 

Quiz 1 15 22Oct 

2a.Financial empowerment report  8.5 26Nov  

2b.Attend both financial 
empowerment events  

2 x 0.75 = 1.5 5Nov & 12Nov 

Class participation fall term  5 28Nov 

Sub-total Fall Term  40  

W
in

te
r 

Te
rm

 

Quiz 2  15 30Jan  

3a.Development & environment report  15 21 March  

3b.Development & environment small 
group assignment 

10 4 Apr   

Quiz 3 15 19Mar  

Class participation winter term 5 31Mar 

Sub-total Winter Term 60  

Grand total 100   

 

Participation 
Your participation in class is a critical part of the learning process. Receiving a top grade in this requires that you practice 
good participation skills (see below), regularly engage in class and regularly engage in small group discussion.  

 In the class you have the opportunity to express your ideas, hear from other people, and think more deeply &/or 
broadly. Participation requires the following,  

 Help to create a safe and supportive environment to discuss course ideas.  

 Attend and be on time for classes and consider your neighbors.  

 Express your views and, encourage, and actively listen to, your peers. Be strategic about your contributions to 
small-group and class discussions: regularly but not excessively.  

 Help to keep the small group and class discussion on topic.  

 Use reading skills to scan, skim, & read course material in advance of the class in which it is covered  

 Class etiquette  
o If you expect to need to leave the classroom during the class, please let the instructor know ahead of 

time and sit near the door.  
o If requested, help to form the tables into a semi-circle at the beginning of each class and to return the 

tables to their original location at the end of class.  
o If you use a laptop, please sit in a location where other students will not be distracted by it. This could 

be at the back or the side of the room. A cell phone can be particularly distracting so please be 
considerate to your classmates and turn the phone completely off. If there is an urgent reason to have 
the phone running during class, please speak to the instructor ahead of time.   

 

Quizzes 
The three quizzes will be held roughly every 8 weeks, in class, and cover material for that period (i.e., not cumulative). 
The format of the quiz is that there will be different sections that will be multiple choice, yes/no, and/or short 
answer/essay style questions. You will have some choice in most sections. See the end of the syllabus for a sample quiz.  
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Assignment 1. This Place: 150 Years Retold assignment 

Along with several other classes at the university we will use a portion of this book as a resource for a class 
and an assignment.  

a. Report on book chapter This Place: 150 Years Retold 

Write a chapter report, on ‘Like a Razor Slash’ chapter (p.166-191), from the book This Place: 150 Years Retold. The ideal 
report will be 2 pages and will including and introduction, body of the report, and conclusion. For the body of the paper 
please include two components: one-half devoted to a summary of the book’s content including its purpose and the 
main points (what are the key points raised in the chapter; what is the tone of the chapter?), and one-half in which you 
explain how the book’s message is important to you (what was new for you? How did it affect your thinking about 
Indigenous Peoples and natural resource use?).  

b. Small group assignment on book chapter This Place: 150 Years Retold 

Students will be placed into a small group in which to discuss the assigned chapter of the book.  
 

 Indigenous peoples’ and pipeline development (western Canada focus): who has the right to the land from 
which the oil comes and through which the oil travels? Why?  

 Indigenous peoples’ and hydro development (Manitoba focus): Relate the chapter story to hydro development 
in Manitoba and discuss the questions above: who has the right to the land from which the hydro comes and 
through which the hydro travels? Why?  

 Economic growth, natural resource development, and Indigenous Peoples. How important is energy to the 
economy? Why? Are there alternatives?  

 
Each group will have 20 minutes to prepare a 3-minute presentation to the class about their topic. The presentation 
includes all participants, in some way. And please be creative!  
 

Assignment 2. Financial empowerment assignment 
A process that unites many people around the world is the challenge of managing personal finances, particularly in light 
of financialization, involving rising access to credit, growing social media advertising, the introduction of open banking, 
and the growth of alternative currencies. Sponsored by Financial Consumer Agency of Canada, each November is 
financial literacy month (https://www.canada.ca/en/financial-consumer-agency/campaigns/financial-literacy-
month/about.html), an opportunity to think about our personal finances. We will use this topic for a few class sessions 
and an assignment.  

a.Financial empowerment events 

Attend and write report on the events. This will be a 4-page report that includes introduction, core content, and 
conclusion. The core content includes a summary of the events in a maximum one page. Then, in a 1.5-3 pages, discuss 
the importance of the presentations for you. Why is financial literacy, financial empowerment, and/or knowledge about 
alternative credit products important to you? Pick one of these issues to focus on.  
 

Assignment 3. Development & environment assignment 

More information about these assignments will be provided in January 2020.  

a.Development & environment report  

Write a report on an important development-environment relationship (e.g., consumerism and accumulation of plastic 
waste, economic growth and global climate change) focusing on one of the following countries: Australia, Bangladesh, 

https://www.canada.ca/en/financial-consumer-agency/campaigns/financial-literacy-month/about.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/financial-consumer-agency/campaigns/financial-literacy-month/about.html
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Canada, New Zealand, South Africa. The report will be 7-10 pages (excluding title page and bibliography) and is 
formatted with an introduction (purpose of report, outline of report), core content (description of country and listing of 
main challenges and strengths, focus on 2 to 3 of these), and conclusion (restate your major findings; be optimistic: what 
can we learn from this country?)  

b.Development & environment small group project 

Students will be placed into small groups based on their country and in their small group identify strengths and 
weaknesses that country is facing with respect to the development-environment relationship. What are the major 
problems the country is facing? What are the major successes it has achieved?  
 
 

Required Textbooks  
Haslam, Paul A., Jessica Schafer, & Pierre Beaudet 2017. Introduction to International Development: Approaches, Actors, 
Issues, and Practice, Third Edition. Oxford University Press, Oxford. Other readings are available electronically from the 
UW library (see note below) or directly on the web.  

Another important book  

Akiwenzi-Damm, Kateri et al. 2017, This Place: 150 Years Retold, Winnipeg: Portage and Main Press.  There are 
multiple hard copies of this book on reserve in the library, plus several unlimited user e-copies. 
 
Note, where you see a reading that is followed by ‘(UW),’ it means that this reading is available in electronic format from 
the UW library. To find the article, please do the following, 

- Navigate to the UW library home page (http://library.uwinnipeg.ca/)  
- Copy the title of the reading into the search box found on that page 
- Look for the ‘eBook’ result for that book 
- Click on ‘View eBook’  
- (In some cases you then load the book)  
- Navigate to the correct chapter.  

Course Outline 
This is an outline of the course topics, readings, and schedule. Due to time limitations we may not be able to cover all of 
the topics. The dates for each reading are approximations and we may vary from them in the class. Weather permitting, 
we might occasionally move the class outside to explore development issues in the neighborhood. If you are unable to 
participate in this activity an alternative activity can be arranged so please let the instructor know.  
 

Date Topic Readings Other activities & readings 
 

3Sep Introduction   Syllabus  

5Sep 
10Sep 

Meanings & 
goals  

Meaning, 
measures and 
morality 
 

Haslam 1 
 
Delle Fave, A. (2013). The exploration of happiness: Present and future 
perspectives (Happiness studies book series). Dordrecht: Springer. 
doi:10.1007/978-94-007-5702-8. (UW) READ CHP.2-3.  
 
Chang, H., & Grabel, I. (2014). Reclaiming development: An alternative economic 
policy manual (Critique influence change). New York: Zed Books. (UW) READ 
PART 1.  
 

http://library.uwinnipeg.ca/
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Date Topic Readings Other activities & readings 
 

Video: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/emily_esfahani_smith_there_s_more_to_life_than
_being_happy/footnotes?id=janetlewark  
 
Video: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/helen_pearson_lessons_from_the_longest_study_
on_human_development/discussion  

12Sep  Poverty reduction 
practice 
 

Haslam 24 
 
Hulme, D. (2010). Global poverty: How global governance is failing the poor 
(Routledge global institutions, 44). New York: Routledge. (UW) 

17Sep 
 

 Measuring and 
evaluating 
poverty 
 

Haslam 25 
 
UNDP 2016. Human Development Report, Oxford: OUP, available: 
http://hdr.undp.org/en/2016-report. READ CHP.1.  

19Sep 
24Sep 

 Inequality 
 

Haslam 26 
 
Jenkins, S., & Micklewright, J. (2007). Inequality and poverty re-examined. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. (UW) READ CHP.6.  
 
Wilkinson, R., & Pickett, K. (2010). The spirit level: Why greater equality makes 
societies stronger. New York: Bloomsbury Press (UW). 

26Sep 
1Oct 

 Gender and 
development 
 

Haslam 5 
 
Cornwall, A., Harrison, E., Whitehead, A., & Institute of Development Studies 
(Brighton, England). (2007). Gender myths and feminist fables: The struggle for 
interpretive power in gender and development (Development and change book 
series). Malden, MA: Blackwell. (UW) READ CHP.1.   

3Oct 
 

  Small group and plenary discussion on book, ‘This Place: 150 Years Retold’  

8Oct 
10Oct 

 Environment and 
development 

Sachs, Jeffrey 2015. The Age of Sustainable Development, New York: Columbia 
University Press, chapter 1 (p.1-44) and chapter 6 (181-218), available:  
https://books.google.ca/books?id=nrBtDQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&sourc
e=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false, accessed 22 July 2019.  
 
OECD 2012. “Putting Green Growth at the Heart of Development: Summary for 
Policymakers,” Paris: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.  
Halle, Mark et al. 2013 “The Future of Sustainable Development: Rethinking 
sustainable development after Rio+20 and implications for UNEP,’ Winnipeg: 
International Institute for Sustainable Development, Accessible: 
https://www.iisd.org/library/future-sustainable-development-rethinking-
sustainable-development-after-rio20-and 
 
Video: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/johan_rockstrom_let_the_environment_guide_our
_development 

10Oct   Quiz preparation 
 

15Oct 
17Oct 

  Fall term reading week 13-19 Oct  

22Oct   Quiz 1 

24Oct  Ethics 
 

Haslam 29 
 

https://www.ted.com/talks/emily_esfahani_smith_there_s_more_to_life_than_being_happy/footnotes?id=janetlewark
https://www.ted.com/talks/emily_esfahani_smith_there_s_more_to_life_than_being_happy/footnotes?id=janetlewark
https://www.ted.com/talks/helen_pearson_lessons_from_the_longest_study_on_human_development/discussion
https://www.ted.com/talks/helen_pearson_lessons_from_the_longest_study_on_human_development/discussion
http://hdr.undp.org/en/2016-report
https://books.google.ca/books?id=nrBtDQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=nrBtDQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.iisd.org/library/future-sustainable-development-rethinking-sustainable-development-after-rio20-and
https://www.iisd.org/library/future-sustainable-development-rethinking-sustainable-development-after-rio20-and
https://www.ted.com/talks/johan_rockstrom_let_the_environment_guide_our_development
https://www.ted.com/talks/johan_rockstrom_let_the_environment_guide_our_development
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Date Topic Readings Other activities & readings 
 

Goulet, D., Wilber, C., & Dutt, A. (2010). New directions in development ethics: 
Essays in honor of Denis Goulet. Notre Dame, Ind.: University of Notre Dame 
Press. (UW) READ CHP.1.  

29Oct Theory & 
history  

Imperialism and 
colonialism 
 

Haslam 2 
 
Harvey, D. (2005). The new imperialism. Oxford: Oxford University Press. (UW) 
READ CHP.1.  

31Oct  Theories of 
development 
 

Haslam 3 
 
Pieterse, J. N. (2010). Theory, Culture & Society: Development theory: 
Deconstructions/reconstructions London: SAGE Publications Ltd doi: 
10.4135/9781446279083. (UW) READ CHP.1.  

3Nov  Post-
development  
 

Haslam 4 
 
Pieterse, J. N. (2010). Theory, Culture & Society: Development theory: 
Deconstructions/reconstructions London: SAGE Publications Ltd doi: 
10.4135/9781446279083 (UW) READ CHP.7.  

5Nov 
 

 Financial 
empowerment  

Financial empowerment presentation   
 
 
 

7Nov   Assignments:  
 
Watch video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBHowNwHiHc (14 min) 
 
Take the FCAC quiz: http://itools-ioutils.fcac-acfc.gc.ca/FLSAT-OAELF/star-
comm-eng.aspx (8 minutes)  
 

12Nov   Financial literacy presentation   
 
  

14Nov Actors Globalization and 
development 
 
 
 
 
The State 
 

Haslam 6 
 
Merino, N., & Merino, N. (Eds.). (2010). Globalization (Introducing issues with 
opposing viewpoints). Detroit, Mich.: Greenhaven Press. (UW) READ 
‘GLOBALIZATION AND POVERTY: AN INTRODUCTION.’   
 
Haslam 7 
 
Chang, H., & Rowthorn, B. (1995). The role of the state in economic 
change (Studies in development economics). Oxford: Clarendon Press. (UW) 
READ CHP.INTRODUCTION. 

19Nov  National 
development 
agencies 
 

Haslam 8 
 
Global Affairs Canada 2017. ‘Canada’s National Action Plan 2017-2022,’ Ottawa, 
available: http://international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-
enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_sexes/cnap-pnac-17-
22.aspx?lang=eng. 

21Nov  IFIs  
 

Haslam 9 
 
Klees, S., Samoff, J., Stromquist, N., & Bonal, X. (2012). The world bank and 
education: Critiques and alternatives (Comparative and international education, 
v. 14). Rotterdam: Sense. (UW) READ CHP.1.  

26Nov  UN Haslam 10 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBHowNwHiHc
http://itools-ioutils.fcac-acfc.gc.ca/FLSAT-OAELF/star-comm-eng.aspx
http://itools-ioutils.fcac-acfc.gc.ca/FLSAT-OAELF/star-comm-eng.aspx
http://international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_sexes/cnap-pnac-17-22.aspx?lang=eng
http://international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_sexes/cnap-pnac-17-22.aspx?lang=eng
http://international.gc.ca/world-monde/issues_development-enjeux_developpement/gender_equality-egalite_sexes/cnap-pnac-17-22.aspx?lang=eng
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Date Topic Readings Other activities & readings 
 

  
UNICEF 2017. ‘The State of the World’s Children,’ available: 
https://www.unicef.org/sowc2017/.  
FAO 2017. ‘The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2017,’ 
http://www.fao.org/state-of-food-security-nutrition. 
 

28Nov   Wrap-up, sharing circle, & class participation 
 
Last class fall term 

WINTER TERM 2019-20  

Date Topic Readings Other 
 

7Jan   Review syllabus and learning objectives   
 
Discuss development-environment assignment  

9Jan Actors 
(cont.) 

Private sector 
 

Haslam 11 
 
Canada. Parliament. House of Commons. Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and International Development, & Allison, D. (2012). Driving inclusive economic 
growth: The role of the private sector in international development: Report of 
the standing committee on foreign affairs and international development. 
Ottawa: Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Development. 
(UW) READ CHP 1.  

14Jan  Civil society 
 

Haslam 12 
 
Anheier, H., Kaldor, M., & Glasius, M. (2007). Global civil society 2006/7 (Global 
civil society - year books). London: SAGE. (UW) READ CHP. INTRO.  

16Jan  China and 
emerging 
economies 
 

Haslam 13 
 
Lum, T. (2010). China and the U.S.: Comparing global influence (China in the 
21st century series). New York: Nova Science. (UW) READ CHP.1.  

21Jan Issues Debt 
 

Haslam 14 
 
Allen, F., & Giovannetti, G. (2011). The effects of the financial crisis on sub-
Saharan africa. Review of Development Finance, 1(1), 1-27. (UW). 
 
O'Brien, J. (2009). Engineering a financial bloodbath : How sub-prime 
securitization destroyed the legitimacy of financial capitalism. London: Imperial 
College Press. (UW) READ CHP.1.  

23Jan  Free trade 
 

Haslam 15 
 
Michalopoulos, C. (2017). Aid, trade and development : 50 years of 
globalization. Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan. (UW) READ CHP.1  

28Jan  Democracy 
 

Haslam 16 

30Jan   Quiz 2 

4Feb 
 

 Rural 
development & 
Indigenous 
Peoples 
 

Haslam 18 
 
O'Faircheallaigh, C., & Ali, S. (2008). Earth matters: Indigenous peoples, the 
extractive industries and corporate social responsibility. Sheffield, U.K.: 
Greenleaf. (UW) READ CHP.13. 
 

https://www.unicef.org/sowc2017/
http://www.fao.org/state-of-food-security-nutrition
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Date Topic Readings Other activities & readings 
 

Video: Sejsbo, M. (Director), & Christensen, A. (Producer). (2002). Indigenous 
people [Motion picture on Online video]. Danish Broadcasting Corporation. 
(UW).  
 
Video: http://www.afn.ca/2017/08/08/afn-national-chief-perry-bellegarde-
marks-international-day-worlds-indigenous-peoples-10th-anniversary-un-
declaration/  
 
Video: Food, ag, and global climate change: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Igwitg9zFvQ (18 min) 

6Feb 
 

 Climate change 
 

Haslam 17 
 
Sachs, Jeffrey 2015. The Age of Sustainable Development, New York: Columbia 
University Press, chapter 12 (p.393-446), available:  
https://books.google.ca/books?id=nrBtDQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&sourc
e=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false, accessed 22 July 2019.  
 

11Feb  Urban 
development 
 

Haslam 19 
 
Video: https://www.ted.com/talks/stewart_brand_on_squatter_cities#t-12649  

13Feb  Health 
 

Haslam 20 
 
Video: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_reveals_new_insights_on_poverty  

18Feb 
20Feb  

  Winter term reading week: 16-22 Feb  

25Feb  Wellbeing and the 
environment  
 

Dalziel, Paul et al. 2018. Wellebing Economics: The Capabilities Approach to 
Prosperity, chapter 9, New York: Palgrave, available: 
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-319-93194-4  
 
ALSO: SEE DALZIEL ET AL. SLIDES  
 
Video: Wellbeing Economics: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=17&v=CVQIrLC8NRc (2 min) 
 
Video: consumerism and the environment: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtmOAZoyRa0 (7 min) 
 
Video: Bob Costanza 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5Y8fF2MIpU (3 min) 

27Feb 
 

 Accumulating 
pollution 

‘Talking Trash,’ 2018, Environmental Defense Canada, available: 
https://d36rd3gki5z3d3.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/FINAL-
Talking-Trash-Primer-Oct-2018.pdf?x17002. 
 
Videos on plastics pollution and cleanup:  
 
Horstman, M., & Taylor, A. (Producers). (2012). Plastic oceans [Video file]. ABC 
Commercial. Retrieved June 12, 2019, from INSERT-MISSING-DATABASE-NAME 
(12 min): 
https://search.alexanderstreet.com/view/work/bibliographic_entity%7Cvideo_
work%7C2374231.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT4Qbp89nIQ (12 min) 

http://www.afn.ca/2017/08/08/afn-national-chief-perry-bellegarde-marks-international-day-worlds-indigenous-peoples-10th-anniversary-un-declaration/
http://www.afn.ca/2017/08/08/afn-national-chief-perry-bellegarde-marks-international-day-worlds-indigenous-peoples-10th-anniversary-un-declaration/
http://www.afn.ca/2017/08/08/afn-national-chief-perry-bellegarde-marks-international-day-worlds-indigenous-peoples-10th-anniversary-un-declaration/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Igwitg9zFvQ
https://books.google.ca/books?id=nrBtDQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=nrBtDQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.ted.com/talks/stewart_brand_on_squatter_cities#t-12649
https://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_reveals_new_insights_on_poverty
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-3-319-93194-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=17&v=CVQIrLC8NRc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtmOAZoyRa0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5Y8fF2MIpU
https://d36rd3gki5z3d3.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/FINAL-Talking-Trash-Primer-Oct-2018.pdf?x17002
https://d36rd3gki5z3d3.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/FINAL-Talking-Trash-Primer-Oct-2018.pdf?x17002
https://search.alexanderstreet.com/view/work/bibliographic_entity%7Cvideo_work%7C2374231
https://search.alexanderstreet.com/view/work/bibliographic_entity%7Cvideo_work%7C2374231
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT4Qbp89nIQ
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Date Topic Readings Other activities & readings 
 

3Mar 
 

 Biodiversity loss 
 

UN Report: Nature’s Dangerous Decline “Unprecedented”; Species Extinction 
Rates “Accelerating” - United Nations Sustainable Development. (n.d.). 
Retrieved June 12, 2019, from 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-
unprecedented-report/ 
 
Sachs, Jeffrey 2015. The Age of Sustainable Development, New York: Columbia 
University Press, chapter 13 (p.447-480), available:  
https://books.google.ca/books?id=nrBtDQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&sourc
e=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false, accessed 22 July 2019.  
 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GK_vRtHJZu4 (4 min) 

  Conflict 
 

Haslam 21 
 
O'Gorman, E. (2011). Conflict and development (Development matters). London: 
Zed Books. (UW) READ CHP.1.  

5Mar 
10Mar 

 ICTs 
 
Mobile banking 
 

Haslam 22 
 
Buckland, J. (2018). Building financial resilience: do credit and finance schemes 
serve or impoverish vulnerable people? Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan. 
(UW: PRINT). READ CHP.3 (ON MOBILE BANKING).  
 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmJF7vhNUaM  
 
Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnzyn1SBJgw  

12Mar  Culture 
 

Haslam 23 

17Mar 
19Mar 

4.Practice  Planning and 
appraising 
projects 
 

Haslam 27 
 
Schalock, R. (2001). Outcome-based evaluation (2nd ed. ed.). New York: Kluwer 
Academic/Plenum. (UW) READ CHP.1 

24Mar 
 

  Quiz 3 

26Mar  Humanitarian 
assistance 
 

Haslam 28 

31Mar   Wrap-up, sharing circle, & class participation 
 

2Apr   Student development and environment presentations 
 

 

Written Assignment Format 
 All assignments must be typed, double-spaced using a consistent style format & handed into the instructor in 

paper format. See detailed descriptions of each assignment at the end of the syllabus. 
 Use a consistent system of citing and referencing is an important part of writing an essay. You need to select an 

appropriate referencing system, e.g., Turabian, MLA, etc and use this for your citations and bibliography.  
 Avoid the use of excessive quotations if you can re-phrase the idea (of course, referencing the source). 
 Do not plagiarise: ensure that all points taken from other sources are properly referenced. This includes quotes 

(verbatim material) & general ideas. If you have any doubts about what plagiarism is, please contact the 
instructor.  

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/
https://books.google.ca/books?id=nrBtDQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=nrBtDQAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GK_vRtHJZu4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmJF7vhNUaM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnzyn1SBJgw
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Presentations 
 Content: include an explanation of your topic & its relationship to IDS; a statement of your major findings; a 

conclusion; make it interesting; focus on select number of key points that are explained, possibly using data, 
examples, tables, etc.; provide a useful conclusion. 

 Style: fit within the allocated time frame; use visual/written aids such as summary sheet, overheads, slides, etc.; 
keep the presentation well-paced (not rushing at the end); rehearse the presentation beforehand so that you 
are relaxed. 

 

Grade Assessment 

Grading Scheme for the Course 

Mark Grade Description Mark Grade Description 

90-100 A+ Excellent 65-69 C+ Slightly above Average 

85-89 A      “ 60-64 C Average 

80-84 A-      “ 50-59 D Marginal 

75-79 B+ Superior 49 & below F Failure 

70-74 B      “    

 

Matrix of Grades & Writing Assignment Characteristics  

(e.g., Reports, Essays)  
The matrix below presents a general picture of what is expected in written assignments across several factors –
creativity, analysis, knowledge, organization, writing quality, and documentation– to achieve certain grades. It is a rough 
guide for grade determination.  
An excellent (A) assignment would display: 

o Original thinking and a superior grasp of the subject matter 
o Well-developed capacity for analysis, synthesis, and critical evaluation 
o Clear and appropriate description, with evidence of an extensive knowledge base 
o Ability to organize information well, plus strong writing and/or speaking skills in English 
o Clear and thorough documentation of research sources making consistent use of an established academic 

format 
 

 Elements / Grade  A  B C D F 

1 Succinct and well-written summary Report 
clearly 
contains all 
of these 
elements.  

4/6 
elements 
well done 
with good 
summary 
& analysis 

3/6 
elements 
well done 
with good 
summary 

2/6 
elements 
well done 
with good 
summary 

 

2 Insightful and well-written analysis 

3 Title ‘section’ (1/4 of first page)(as 
opposed to an entire page) with title, 
name, student #, etc.  

4 Include introduction that, 
-explains purpose of report 
-described the outline of the report 

5 Use ‘reader-friendly’ format:  
-example 1, Introduction, body, 
conclusion 
-example 2, Introduction, summary, 
analysis 
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6 Use headings and sub-headings (1, 1a, 1ai, 
etc.) 

Late policy 
Assignments handed in after the due date will automatically receive a penalty of 5 percent with an additional penalty of 
1 percent per workday for each additional day. Extensions for assignments may be granted if there are serious, 
documented reasons. Extensions will only be granted if you talk with the instructor before the assignment due date. 

General academic policies  
Students are expected to know and follow the academic regulations and policies in the University of Winnipeg General 

Calendar.  Go to the link http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/regulationsandpolicies.pdf and be sure to 

read sections 3, 8 and 11 carefully.  These cover conduct expected of students at the university, and explain forms of 

academic misconduct and its penalties. Procedures for student appeals are covered in sections 9 and 10, with helpful 

information also available at http://uwinnipeg.ca/academic-advising/appeals.html. 

   
Students facing a charge of academic or non-academic misconduct may choose to contact the University of Winnipeg 
Students’ Association (UWSA) where a student advocate will be available to answer any questions about the process, 
help with building a case, and ensuring students have access to support. For more information or to schedule an 

appointment, visit our website at www.theuwsa.ca/academic-advocacy or call 204-786-9780.  

Appealing an assignment grade 
If you have any questions or concerns about an assignment or evaluation of an assignment Menno Simons College 

encourages you to first talk with your instructor about it. If you are not fully satisfied with the outcome you can then 

speak with the Associate Dean of MSC about the matter. If that does not resolve the issue for you the U of W has a 

formal process for appealing grades. Please note: if you choose to speak to the Associate Dean, you must do so no later 

than three weeks after final grades are posted. Formal grade appeals must be filed with Student Records within six 

weeks of final grades. Please consult the Academic Calendar for details. 

Other important notes  

Withdrawal deadline  
The last day to withdraw without academic penalty is 14 February 2020. Please see me if you are thinking about 
withdrawing from the course. 

Services for students with disabilities  
Students with documented disabilities, temporary or chronic medical conditions, requiring academic accommodations 

for tests/exams (e.g., private space) or during lectures/laboratories (e.g., note-takers) are encouraged to contact 

Accessibility Services (AS) at 786-9771 or accessibilityservices@uwinnipeg.ca to discuss appropriate options. All 

information about a student’s disability or medical condition remains confidential. 

http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility. 

 

Scent-free environment 
We ask that you please be respectful of the needs of classmates and instructors/professors by avoiding the use of 

unnecessary scented products while attending lectures. Exposure to scented products can trigger serious health 

http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/regulationsandpolicies.pdf
http://uwinnipeg.ca/academic-advising/appeals.html
http://www.theuwsa.ca/academic-advocacy%20or%20call%20204-786-9780
http://www.theuwsa.ca/academic-advocacy%20or%20call%20204-786-9780
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility
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reactions in persons with asthma, allergies, migraines or chemical sensitivities.  Please consider using unscented 

necessary products and avoiding unnecessary products that are scented (e.g. perfume).  

 

Class canceled policy 

When it is necessary to cancel a class due to exceptional circumstances, instructors will make every effort to inform you 

via uwinnipeg email, as well as the departmental assistant and Chair/Dean so that class cancellation forms can be posted 

outside classrooms.   

 

Holy days exemption  

Students may choose not to attend classes or write examinations on holy days of their religion, but they must notify 

their instructors at least two weeks in advance. Instructors will then provide opportunity for students to make up work 

examinations without penalty. A list of religious holidays can be found in the 2017-18 Undergraduate Academic 

Calendar.    

 

Respectful working and learning environment policy   

All students, faculty and staff have the right to participate, learn, and work in an environment that is free of harassment 

and discrimination. The UW Respectful Working and Learning Environment Policy may be found online at 

http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/respect/  

Note on Menno Simons College   
This course is offered by Menno Simons College (MSC) in affiliation with the University of Winnipeg. MSC offers two 

programs at the University of Winnipeg: Conflict Resolution Studies and International Development Studies. MSC offers 

both majors and minors in these programs. MSC is a college of the Canadian Mennonite University and is located at and 

affiliated with the University of Winnipeg. All courses offered by MSC are open to all University of Winnipeg students 

and are subject to University of Winnipeg Senate approval and policies. MSC endeavors to build an intentional learning 

community for students interested in issues of peace, non-violence and social justice. The MSC Practicum program, open 

to students majoring in CRS or IDS, provides an opportunity to learn from practice and to integrate theory with practice. 

MSC’s Student Services team and the MSC Student Association host events such as the Social Justice Fair and Welcome 

Week. MSC also distributes a weekly e-Newsletter, which includes information about news, events, and job 

opportunities relating to conflict resolution, international development and social justice. For more information about 

MSC, events, the MSC Student Association or to sign up for the e-newsletter, please go to mscollege.ca or visit the MSC 

reception area at 520 Portage Avenue. 

 

  

http://mscollege.ca/
http://mscollege.ca/
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Quiz: sample 

Instructions  

Follow the directions for each sections 1-3, below. Read the questions carefully. Some questions have more 
than one part, so be sure to answer both. Clearly indicate at the beginning of your answer the number of the 
question you are answering. Please ensure that your answers are written legibly and that any diagrams are 
clearly explained. The maximum mark obtainable for the quiz is 12 (2+2+8).  
 

Multiple Choice Questions 

Answer any 4 (four) questions in this section, for 0.5 marks each = 2 marks for section. Circle one response for 
each question.  
1. Participatory rural appraisal stresses the importance of which of the following? 

a) Allowing everyone to participate in the decision-making process 
b) Putting environmental concerns over economic ones 
c) Sustainable development initiatives 
d) Putting farmers first 
e) Input from Northern experts on rural development projects 

 
2. Urbanization is paradoxical since people migrate to cities for a better standard of life but in so doing, 

generate which of the following? 
a) a black market which causes major harm to human well-being 
b) social mobility in the rural areas as space opens for movement  
c) social, economic, and ecological effects that weaken cities’ living standards 
d) economic dislocation in their home villages which require remittances  
e) strong social challenges in the sending community  

 
3. Which of the following is true about social determinants of health? 

a) They demonstrate how the conditions under which people live and work affect their opportunities to 
lead healthy lives. 

b) They show us that differences in health status are not only among but within countries. 
c) They are only relevant in low-income countries. 
d) Both A and B 
e) All of the above 

 
4. What does the term “structural violence” refer to? 

a) Organizational equality  
b) Extreme and systematic inequality 
c) A social structure that infringes on the rights of individuals 
d) Violence caused by political structures 
e) Guerrilla attacks against infrastructure  

 
5. The pessimistic view of information and communication technologies and development holds which of the 

following? 
a) Those in the developing world will likely never gain widespread access to information and 

communication technologies.  
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b) Information and communication technologies will exacerbate existing inequalities. 
c) Information and communication technologies promote rapid, but unstable growth. 
d) Information and communication technologies are only useful if applied appropriately. 
e) All of the above 

 

True or False Questions 

Answer any 4 (four) questions in this section, for 0.5 marks each = 2 marks for section. Answer True or False 
for each question by indicating with a ‘tick’ mark.   

 TRUE FALSE 

6. According to Schultz, traditional, small farmers could lead rural 
development with the right tools.  

  

7. The emphasis on economic growth in urban areas affected by 
global forces is not focused on job creation.  

  

8. The amount of money needed to provide basic healthcare is trivial 
compared to global military spending. 

  

9. The 1994 Rwandan genocide was triggered by both concrete issues 
and ethnic tensions. 

  

10. Technological determinism suggests that social change drives 
technological development.  

  

 

Short Answer Questions 

Answer the 2 (two) short answer questions for 4 marks each for a total of 8 marks in this section. Use the 
attached sheets to respond.  
11. What are social determinants of health? Provide at least two examples. Why is understanding this concept 

so important to addressing ill-health in the global south?  
 

12. Is the digital divide important to explaining poverty in the global south? Why? Please provide examples to 
explain your point.  

 
 


