
 
 Sustainability Course with Certificate Option 

B-27 Design Area, OzU-X Building 
 

Instructor : Damla Durak Uşar, PhD 

Office  : Sustainability Platform, ÖzÜ-X 

Phone  : 0 216 564 90 00 (98 97) 

E-Mail : damla.usar@ozyegin.edu.tr 

Office Hours : by appointment 

Course Pre-requisites and Co-requisites:  
ENG 101 (Pre-req.), ENG 102 (Pre-req.), completion of 180 ECTS 

 

Course Description:  
Sustainability Course with Certificate Option is designed to introduce the students to the most 

significant and recent dimensions of sustainability and sustainable development. The course 

starts with the discussion of the social, environmental and economic aspects that drive human 

beings to consider sustainability in their activities and introduction of sustainable development 

goals. It demonstrates how different stakeholders are affected by sustainability issues and what 

their responsibilities are regarding sustainable development. The importance of partnership 

among different stakeholders (governments, NGO’s, private sector etc.) are highlighted. The 

course addresses sustainability issues on different areas: climate change and energy, 

engineering & design considerations, business functions, social and legislative issues. The 

course concludes with the parallel sessions on the aforementioned areas. This course aims to 

raise awareness among students and ensures that they internalize sustainability practices for a 

successful career as well as for their personal life. The course subjects are provided by weekly 

seminars and workshops as well as online tools i.e. related videos, e-books, academic papers 

and news. 

 

Learning Outcomes:  
Upon successful completion of the course, the learner is expected to be able to:  

 

1. Recognize the issues related to sustainability and analyze sustainability-related 

problems, 

2. Identify sustainability stakeholders and issues that various stakeholders confront,  

3. Apply analytical skills and quantitative techniques to address sustainability-related 

problems,  

4. Evaluate the importance of sustainability and its integration to all human activities 

(social and legislative issues, business functions, engineering & design considerations) 

 

Required Textbook:  

Mulligan, M. (2018) “An Introduction to Sustainability: Environmental, Social and Personal 

Perspectives” Routledge, NY, USA 

 

Supplementary Textbooks:  

1. Sustainable Cities and Communities  

a. “Sustainable building design: principles and practice” (2018) edited by Miles 

Keeping, David Shiers- e-book 



 
b. “A green vitruvius: principles and practice of sustainable architectural 

design”(2011)  Vivienne Brophy and J. Owen Lewis Energy and Climate  

Action  

 

2. Energy & Climate Action  

a. “Energy and climate in the urban built environment” (2011) edited by M. 

Santamouris- e-book 

 

3. Decent Work and Economic Growth Module  

a. “The Business Student's Guide to Sustainable Management: Principles and 

Practice”, (2014), Molthan-Hill, P. Green Leaf Publishing, UK. 

b.  “The Sustainable MBA: A Business Guide to Sustainability”, (2013) 

Weybrecht, G. Wiley, USA. 

4. Social Equality  

a. “Human rights and social equality. Volume I, Social work-social development: 

challenges for social work” (2011) edited by Sven Hessle, e-book 

b. “Antidiscrimination law and social equality” (1998) Andrew Koppelman- e-

book 

c. “Rural development: principles and practice” (2003) Malcolm J. Moseley- e-

book  

 

Grading Policy:  
 

The final grade is the result of the following components with their respective weights: 

 

Seminar Series 50% 

Project 50% 

Total 100% 

 

Seminar Participation: 
There will be 5 seminars. You are expected to attend every seminar and to actively participate 

in the discussion and activities. To do this you will need to complete the assigned reading prior 

to coming to class. Being courteous and professional to both your instructor and your fellow 

classmates is an important part of positive contributions. Be punctual and do not leave in the 

middle of the class. 

 

Parallel Sessions: 

There will be 8 parallel sessions. You are expected to attend every parallel session in your 

chosen sustainability area and to actively participate in the discussion and activities. To do this 

you will need to complete the assigned reading prior to coming to class. Being courteous and 

professional to both your instructor and your fellow classmates is an important part of positive 

contributions. Be on time to class and do not leave in the middle of the class. 

 

Project:  

Students will form multidisciplinary teams and work on their project with their mentors during 

parallel sessions. The teams will present their interim project in the 9th week and receive 



 
feedbacks. The teams will work on their projects three more weeks and present their project in 

the 13th week. Students will also submit a written report for their projects.  

 

 

Project Assignment: Nişantepe Community Center 

 

Özyeğin University resides in Nişantepe district, where also disadvantaged groups such as 

Romany and Alewi minorities live in slums and have limited access to basic needs such shelter, 

nutrition and education. Due to gentrification these communities have been displaced 30 years 

ago and moved to Nişantepe- a district in the periphery of Istanbul.  The campus has been built 

in close proximity to these slums 8 years ago. Gated communities have followed. Now the 

disadvantaged groups again face gentrification and displacement. The university explores ways 

of social inclusion.  

 

 The students will research and analyze the problems of disadvantaged groups in 

Nişantepe and design a community center according to their needs. 

 The Students will come up with an organizational form, which ensures the economic 

sustainability of the community center and complies with Turkish law.  

 Students will design a building for Nişantepe Community Center, which complies with 

sustainable design principles (e.g. use of renewable energy sources, energy efficiency, 

water efficiency, recycled materials etc.) and compute the technical and static 

calculations. 

 Based on this design the team will calculate a budget for initial investment (material, 

labor etc.) and come up with a financial plan. 

 

Students will present the design concept and the business plan.  The project will be graded 

based on the economic, social and environmental sustainability. In accordance with learning 

outcomes the evaluation criteria of the project are: 

1. The contribution to the society 

2. Creativity and the applicability of the design and compliance with sustainable design 

principles,  

3. The choice of organizational form and compliance with Turkish law,  

4. Initial budget and viability of the community center.  

 

 

Certificate Option:  
The exam for the certificate will be in-class and closed-book/closed note.  

Make-up Exam:  

Make-up exam may only be given in the case of excused absences (for health reasons, etc.), 

which must be documented. If a make-up is decided for, the instructor will determine the date 

and time of the make-up and if you miss the make-up exam, you will not receive another chance. 

 

Guidelines for Grades:  
The grade will be based on the following scale. 

 

Grade Pass Fail- 

Cutoff Percentage 60 <60 



 
 

Course Website: 

Your course LMS site will be used in several important ways throughout the semester. Students 

should check the website every week for the announcements as well as the lecture notes and 

exercises and other supplementary materials. You are responsible for all announcements made 

in class and via LMS. A copy of the course syllabus will be available at all times, and you will 

be notified of any changes made during the semester. 

 

Academic Honesty: 

Learning is enhanced through cooperation and as such you are encouraged to work in groups, 

ask for and give help freely in all appropriate settings. At the same time, as a matter of personal 

integrity, you should only represent your own work as yours. Any work that is submitted for 

evaluation should be an original piece of writing, presenting your ideas in your own words. 

Everything you borrow from books, articles, or web sites (including those in the syllabus) 

should be properly cited. Although you are encouraged to discuss your ideas with others 

(including your friends in the class), it is important that you do not share your writing (slides, 

MS Excel files, reports, etc.) with anyone. “Using ideas, text and other intellectual property 

developed by someone else while claiming it is your original work is plagiarism. Copying from 

others or providing answers or information, written or oral, to others is cheating. Unauthorized 

help from another person or having someone else write one’s paper or assignment is collusion.” 

Cheating, plagiarism and collusion are serious offenses that could result in an F grade and 

disciplinary action. Please pay utmost attention to avoid such accusations. 

  



 
 

 

Assignments & Academic Calendar: Tentative Schedule of the Course 

Week Course Type Topic Reading Instructor 

1 Seminar 1 

 Sustainability and Sustainable 

Development Goals: Case of 

Nişantepe  

 Role of stakeholders: Government, 

NGOs, Private Sector   

  

Course Instructor 

2 Seminar 2 

 Sustainable Cities and 

Communities  

 Energy & Climate Action  

 

  

Area Coordinators 

3 Seminar 3 

 Decent Work and Economic 

Growth  

 Social Equality: Education, Human  

Rights, Gender Equality, Migration 

and Social Integration  

 

Area Coordinators 

4 Seminar 4 
 Rural Development 

 Food Sustainability 
 

Area Coordinators 

5 Seminar 5 Design Thinking for Sustainability   
OpenFab/  Course 

Instructor 

6 Parallel Session 1 Selected Topics   

Mentors from each 

area/  Course 

Instructor 

7 Parallel Session 2 Selected Topics   

Mentors from each 

area/  Course 

Instructor 

8 Parallel Session 3 Selected Topics   

Mentors from each 

area/  Course 

Instructor 

9 Parallel Session 4 Project Presentation 1   

Mentors from each 

area/  Course 

Instructor 

10 Parallel Session 5 Selected Topics   

Mentors from each 

area/  Course 

Instructor 

11 Parallel Session 6 Selected Topics   

Mentors from each 

area/  Course 

Instructor 

12 Parallel Session 7 Selected Topics   

Mentors from each 

area/  Course 

Instructor 

13 Parallel Session 8 Project Presentation 2  Jury 

14 Exam for Certificate Option- optional 

*The descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the Instructor. 


