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Market-based approaches to addressing sustainable development issues have been receiving 

increased attention. However, it has often been the case that these markets will only emerge with 

significant intervention from a broad base of cross-sector actors that implement specific 

strategies for market creation and development. This research examines emerging “clean 

cooking” markets for technologies and services that address the health, environmental, and social 

problems related to cooking with traditional stoves and fuels. In 2010, this sector – which had 

been previously backed by philanthropic and government funding – experienced a major shift 

toward utilizing market-based approaches to spur the adoption of cleaner cookstoves and fuels 

by low-income consumers around the world. The emergence of this market has required the 

participation of international coalitions, multilateral organizations, national governments, 

nonprofit organizations, social enterprises, multinational corporations, investors, and many 

others. As the first decade of this effort is coming to an end, I attempt to unpack the strategies 

that different actors have implemented to bring about the market for cleaner, more efficient 

cooking stoves and fuels. I then attempt to understand how these strategies affect market 

development. Three different strategies are studied through three different papers: 1) behavioral 

change campaigns, which have been used to raise awareness around the problems related to 

traditional cooking technologies and the existing solutions of cleaner cookstoves and fuels, 2) the 

practice of funders “picking winners” to become market leaders, and 3) collective action among 

cross-sector organizations to advocate for specific policies and technical standards. Each paper 

uses a different data set, including the Clean Cooking Alliance’s Behavioral Change 

Communications Hub and Partnership Directory, and all quantitative results are backed with 

qualitative data that includes interviews with clean cooking organizations in East Africa, which 

were mostly collected in-person in May 2019. The results are currently preliminary but will be 

ready to share by the conference date. This research is important to sustainable development 

academics and practitioners because it helps us understand the consequences of using market-

based approaches to development and how improve these strategies such that they produce 

widespread social impact.


