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Mayan Power and Light is a self-sustaining social venture business incubator that 

helps Guatemalan women start small scale businesses to serve rural populations.  

Mayan Power and Light businesses sell affordable solar power, water filters and clean cooking 

stoves. The program addresses eight of the seventeen UN Sustainable Development Goals 

according to Sustainia, a program of the United Nations Compact for Sustainable Development.   

Mayan Power and Light is a collaborative venture between The Appropriate Technology 

Collaborative, regional governments, Guatemalan Technical schools, Guatemalan women’s 

rights activists and rural community leaders.  Located in the Western Highlands of Guatemala 

the program creates jobs, provides power, improves health and reduces greenhouse gas 

emissions.   

I show how we take advantage of synergies between SDGs to create triple bottom line social 

venture businesses that now serve over 10,000 people per year.     

Mayan Power and Light is scalable and adaptable to different cultural and economic 

circumstances.  In 2018 we adapted the program to teach a STEM rich, hands-on solar 

curriculum to middle and high school students in Detroit and Highland Park Michigan.  Our 

Detroit Solar program provides necessary experience and basic skills for green jobs in the solar 

industry.  We are now adapting our program to work with a prison re-entry program in Southeast 

Michigan.   

Access to energy, clean water and clean air are prerequisites to economic development.  Mayan 

Power and Light is a successful and self-sustaining development model that provides these 

technologies at affordable prices. 

  

Our program teaches about sustainable technologies and provides hands-on training on how to 

use, sell and maintain the technologies.   We then provide business and empowerment training 

and finally we provide extensive real-world experience selling and installing solar power, water 

filters and clean burning cooking stoves.


