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The need to integrate humanitarian actions in conflict ravaged regions with sustainable 

development efforts is becoming increasingly recognised by governments and the international 

community. To overcome the challenges posed by conflict-induced humanitarian crisis to 

sustainable development, efforts to achieve durable solutions to displacement seek to address 

poverty, impoverishment, vulnerability and social inequality. Addressing these requires giving 

displaced victims of conflicts the opportunity to make voluntary decisions on whether to return 

to their place of origin, resettle in a different part of the country or locally integrate in their place 

of refuge. It also requires allowing them to participate in the planning of durable solutions. In 

this study, we analysed qualitative interviews and focus groups with the people internally 

displaced by the Boko Haram insurgency in the Northeast region of Nigeria. Our analysis 

uncovers similarities, differences and tensions in their preferences of and perceived role in 

achieving durable solutions. Overall, majority of the IDPs were more inclined to local integration 

or resettlement than return. More than males, female IDPs were likely to cite personal experience 

of violence, loss of livelihoods as reasons for rejecting repatriation. Self-settled IDPs are more 

disposed to returning to their places of origin than those living in government-run camps. The 

need to rebuild livelihoods, restore social and community networks were the major factors 

participants associate with the choice of return. Feelings of vulnerability, traumatic experience of 

violence and hope of economic and social empowerment are major reasons given in support of 

local integration or resettlement. Beliefs in divine destiny, lack of confidence in the government 

are dominant views expressed by participants who are indifferent about durable solutions. 

Compared to those living in camps, self-settled IDPs were more likely to see themselves as 

active agents with the capacity and freedom to shape their future despite being victims of 

conflict. We conclude the paper with a discussion of the implications of our findings to effective 

planning of return, resettlement and integration, and to achieving sustainable development and 

peace in the aftermath of the conflict.


