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Climate variability is a significant source of fluctuations in crop yields and income for farmers, 

particularly in the developing regions of the world. A large number of rural agricultural 

households are subsistence farmers and weather shocks to their income and consumption 

exacerbates the endemic poverty. Climate and weather forecast can be potentially valuable for 

farmers. Though the importance of information in agricultural performance is widely recognized, 

efforts toward a rigorous impact assessment of the access to and use of this vital input on the 

outcomes from farming have been limited in India. Agro-met advisories (based on medium range 

forecasts) are provided by the India Meteorological Department  (IMD) to the farmers in India 

for their agriculture related decision-making. In the context of this service by IMD, this study 

attempts to answer the following questions – “What is the impact of weather information on the 

costs of cultivation particularly in avoiding costs and losses related to weather sensitive farming 

operations (e.g. irrigation)?”; “Do socio-economic indicators, wealth and assets of the farmer 

(e.g. landholding size, education, age, caste etc.) affect the receipt of weather information by 

farmers?”  and “Do Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) lead to better quality 

decision-making by farmers?”. The study has been conducted is in six districts of Haryana - 

Hisar, Jind, Ambala, Panchkula, Palwal and Mewat. Survey data of a sample of 600 farmers is 

currently being analyzed using appropriate regression techniques commensurate with each of the 

research questions. The findings are expected to provide insights into the impact of agro-met 

weather advisories on farmers’ costs of farming and the role played by information and ICTs in 

enhancing ability of farmers to respond to climate risk.


