
SDC 2019 Annual Meeting Abstracts  

Khan, Sarah; University of Goettingen 

skhan2@gwdg.de 

Authors: Sarah Khan - University of Goettingen 

Stephan Klasen - University of Goettingen 

Atika Pasha - University of Mannheim 

Title: Asset ownership and female empowerment in Pakistan: Evidence from a 

natural experiment 

In this study, we  exploit a natural experiment, to investigate the size and nature of the gender 

asset gap in Pakistan. In 2010, there were massive floods in Pakistan, which affected nearly a 

fifth of the country, and caused a distinct deterioration in socio-economic conditions.  

Families in flood-effected regions faced a considerable decrease in inheritable property, 

potentially leading to a scarcity in family assets that could be passed on to the next generation. 

More importantly, given this paucity, there could be a bias in the transfer of assets against the 

female members of the family. 

  

We study the impact of decreased household wealth, due to exposure to flooding, on marital 

asset transfer, and subsequently, on female empowerment outcomes.  

With research funding from DFID, primary data at the individual level is collected on 

information regarding female inheritance/assets, attitudes and practices, along with human 

capital outcomes. Further, information on female bargaining proxies, such as mobility, labour 

force participation, and decision-making   is also collected. Similar data is collected from males 

in the households to examine the differential impact of the flood on both genders.  

Our strategy selects several village pairs based on Propensity Score Matching, where the only 

significant difference between the villages is the severity of the flood. We do this exercise for 

villages in Punjab, Sindh, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces, given that the different marital 

transfer traditions in these areas (dowry versus bride-price respectively) provide an interesting 

context to study this relationship. We also test the role of property and asset-ownership in 

changing women’s position in the household, leading to, on average, a decreased association 

with gender-specific roles. We collect a series of tablet-based Implicit Association Tests (IATs), 

which is an experimental method used in the psychology literature.  

Lastly, the paper also  estimates the effects of the wealth shock on the cousin marriage market. 

Families affected by the wealth shock might be too credit constrained to afford a bride-

price/dowry. An inter-family marriage would circumvent the credit constraints, as there are 

lower expectation of a marital transfer from relatives. 
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