
SDC 2019 Annual Meeting Abstracts  

Vilpoux, Olivier; Catholic University of Campo Grande – UCDB 

o.vilpoux@gmail.com 

Authors: Maria Aparecida Farias de Souza Nogueira Federal University of Dourados – UFGD, Dourados - 

Mato Grosso do Sul, Brazil; Olivier François Vilpoux Catholic University of Campo Grande – UCDB, Campo 

Grande - Mato Grosso do Sul, Brazil; Erlaine Binotto Federal 

Title: Producer Organizations and sustainability of agrarian reform in the Brazilian 

Midwest: much remains to be done 

With the large concentration of land in Brazil, agrarian reform plays a significant role in 

reducing inequalities in the countryside. However, globalization increases competition, and the 

survival of producers depends on technological and marketing efficiency, aspects that are 

difficult to achieve by settlers, who have limited access to information and financial resources. 

For this purpose, Producer Organizations (POs) are of growing importance, especially in the 

Midwest region, which has the highest land concentration in the country. The objective of the 

study is to analyze the forms of POs found in rural settlements in the Midwest region of Brazil 

and to identify their influence on the sustainability of agrarian reform. We applied 1,162 

questionnaires in 54 settlements distributed in the region, and we interviewed 55 presidents of 

local organizations. We identified more than 50% of settlers participating in local POs, a high 

participation, but that does not mean an efficient cooperation between settlers. We made the 

analysis classifying POs in social, political and economic activities. More than 80% of the 

analyzed POs had political activities, half of them altogether with economic operations. POs with 

only economic activities were 15% and only one PO had a social objective, aimed at the 

maintenance of youths in the settlement. POs with political and social activities are inclusive 

groups and seek the adhesion of the largest number of members to increase their power to 

pressure. We found that in these groups the involvement of producers was not important. They 

don’t punish free riding and favor the participation of more people, without the necessity of any 

investment. Economic POs have a more exclusive profile, sharing the results only among those 

who are collaborating and charging fees for accessing activities. The lack of involvement of 

settlers in political and social POs leaves them dependent on the support of governmental and 

non-governmental organizations. In economic POs there is more involvement of the associates. It 

is these organizations that allows farmers greater access to technologies and markets, but their 

limited presence hampers the modernization of settlements and could undermine the future of 

agrarian reform in the Midwest of Brazil.


