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Climate change, coupled with an expanding human population and consumption, 

will place great strain on water. However, it is my argument that water can be 

harnessed as a driver – as an instrument – of peace. There is a correlation between water 

agreements and peace. The Strategic Foresight Group in India found that “any two countries 

engaged in active water cooperation do not go to war for any reason” (14). Moreover, it is 

important to note that “a global examination of all potential cases of ‘water [driven] wars’ 

between states shows not a single example of water as a casus belli” (Wolf, 1998) (60-61). I 

show that water-driven peace can be accomplished by instituting and using transboundary water 

agreements and cooperation systems, as they can be used as preventative diplomacy, and I 

proffer that common ownership of water is the most equitable and just form of ownership of 

water. Moreover, I argue that water can influence political stability and promote peace by 

buttressing democratic principles through participatory development, strengthening bonds 

between citizens and institutions to promote lasting equitable water distribution and security. My 

research is practical and philosophical, showing how publicly-controlled water aligns with 

democracy and promotes equitability over privatized and commodified water; it is grounded in 

real-world examples of privatization and commodification failure, while explaining the 

normative importance of water as an object of moral worth, connected to the political philosophy 

of democratic ideals. I consider common ownership as just and equitable and place it in 

opposition to privatized and commodified water. The stress that we have placed on water will 

only exacerbate as climate change worsens and populations expand, but we can utilize water 

through common ownership and trust-building democratic, participatory agreements as an 

element of peace.


