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Land is a key economic resource inextricably linked to access to, use of and 

control over other economic and productive resources. Recognition of this, as well as increasing 

stress on land in light of the world’s growing population and changing climate, has driven 

demand for strengthening tenure security for all. This has created the need for a core set of land 

indicators that have national application and global comparability, and culminated in the 

inclusion of indicators 1.4.2 and 5.a.1 in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) agenda. 

The custodian agencies for the associated indicators 1.4.2 (World Bank and UN Habitat) and 

5.a.1 (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations), in collaboration with 

international development partners, including the United Nations Statistics Division and 

Landesa, have joined forces to ensure an adequate level of harmonization in the 

conceptualization and definitions for the two indicators. 

 

With the ever-increasing burden of SDG reporting on national statistical agencies, it is critical 

that efficient, cost-effective, and validated methods of collecting data to comply with SDG 

reporting needs are developed, while also going beyond pure indicator computation to provide 

individual-level, gender-disaggregated data to inform policy on matters of importance to the 

country. Towards this end, the custodians have developed a standardized and succinct survey 

instrument designed to collect the essential data for computation of both indicators 

simultaneously, with five module versions designed for integration in surveys collecting data at 

the parcel- or individual-level, and utilizing self-respondent or proxy respondent approaches. The 

World Bank is designing a methodological experiment around these module versions to (i) 

understand the implications for using different versions of the land tenure questionnaire module 

and the sensitivity of indicator computation to the module used, and (ii) understand how specific 

questions are comprehended by respondents, as well as any gender-based differences, through 

the use of cognitive interviewing techniques.


