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Children with disabilities face huge disadvantages and strong barriers to access of 

education in developing countries, even when compulsory systems are in place for both primary 

and secondary education. This situation is also observed in Peru where the population with at 

least one physical or mental disability make up 10.4% of total population. 

 

The disability gap widens as children progress at school; and negatively affects the productivity 

of people with disabilities. This ultimately affects their academic attainment and their access to 

better living conditions. 

 

The aim of our study is to examine the impact of disability on educational attainment. The data 

come from the Peruvian National Household Survey for the period 2014-2017.   

 

We use a Probit model and a propensity score matching approach for our panel data. We 

consider individuals who are over 16 for secondary studies, and over 35 for post-secondary 

studies.  Three educational outcomes are considered: Years of education, high-school studies, 

and post-secondary studies.  To measure disability, we construct dichotomous variables for each 

type of physical disability, and we do the analysis for single and multiple diagnosed disabilities.  

 

Preliminary results suggest that students with disabilities acquire 1 to 3 years less education in 

comparison to their peers with no disabilities. Also, there is a 0.05 to 0.15 lower probability of 

college attendance due to disabilities.  The impact varies largely by type and number of 

disabilities diagnosed. 

 

This study has several policy implications and can be used to design policy recommendations. At 

a public policy level, the Peruvian Congress approved in 2003 The General Education Law that 

promotes an inclusive education by targeting special needs individuals. Our research can provide 

important empirical evidence to help design programs to ensure a higher participation rate 

among the impaired population. Also, education is recognized by the UN as a development 

strategy to fight poverty: Closing the disability gap and increasing educational attainment of 

impaired people is necessary to achieve a real inclusive educational system and to promote 

economic development in the country.


