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Title: Hydropower development and poverty 

Hydroelectric dams have been promoted as sources of clean energy, and at the same time that 

they satisfy countries’ energy needs and provide energy independence. Nevertheless, the 

construction of hydroelectric dams in developing countries generates many types of disturbances 

in local communities. For instance, dam construction has led to the resettlement of millions of 

people who are often not compensated adequately for their lost resources and changes in their 

livelihoods. After being resettled, these populations typically experience a decrease in their 

standard of living and loss of social cohesion. In this research, we explore what social factors 

generated by the construction of dams degrade people’s lives and reinforce unsustainable 

development. Specifically, we focus our attention on the relation of the impacts of hydroelectric 

dams and poverty. We explore poverty from a multidimensional approach; including natural, 

social, human and financial capital. Our study is based on a meta-analysis of peer-reviewed 

articles dated from 1980 until February 2019 of studies looking at hydroelectric dams in the 

global south. Our results show that in local communities where dams are built there is an 

increase in insecurity. Also, local communities are often not consulted; therefore, there is a lack 

of participation. People that have been resettled in existing communities are discriminated by 

host communities. In addition, communities impacted are overlooked by dam builders and 

governments. Furthermore, we found that the construction of dams is impacting people jobs and 

livelihoods since their common pool resources such as forest and fisheries are drastically 

affected. This research aims to provide a better understanding of the social impacts generated by 

hydroelectric dams in the global south for future sustainable hydropower projects.


