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Large-scale land acquisitions linked to the 2007/2008 crises, known as ‘land 

grabs’, have increasingly been understood as embedded within wider historical and ecological 

landscapes. Further, it has been argued that the intersection between land grabs and climate 

change mitigation politics, including conservation initiatives in the Global South, has created 

new opportunities and threats for political struggles towards agrarian and climate justice (Borras 

and Franco, 2018). What does a convergence of agrarian and environmental struggles mean for 

development and sustainability in Myanmar? The southern Tanintharyi region is a hub of large-

scale palm oil concessions, mining, oil and gas extraction, forest conservation, as well as a 

planned industrial and regional transport connectivity hub to neighboring countries. As part of 

the MOSAIC project , the research relies on workshops, in-depth interviews, personal 

conversations with CSOs and activists, participant observation of activities and press conferences 

during field visits between 2016-2018, as well as NGO reports, news and policy documents. This 

paper argues that, while there are strategic political and ecological reasons for scaling up 

struggles by expanding the web of networked grassroots organizations, creating new 

relationships with the state, and ‘thickening civil society’ to increase political power, scaling up 

is accompanied by potential fault-lines. These include: (i) the very proximity with the state and 

how it can affect perception of potential allies, particularly those aligned with ethnic armed 

organizations and historically distrust the Burmese state; (ii) competing political tendencies 

within the network, deepened by ongoing market transformations and funding streams by 

international organizations; (iii) ethnic politics shaped by the historic conflict which poses 

challenges to building trust in contested political environments. The wider implications are that, 

in the absence of clear and alternative paradigms such as food sovereignty, agrarian, 

environmental and climate justice, nascent movements seeking convergence across struggles in 

(post-)authoritarian settings risk falling into dominant mainstream approaches to development 

and sustainability.


