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SDSN USA produces two indexes that highlight progress towards the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the city and state level in the 

United States. In these reports, we explore the challenges of developing indicators at the local 

level, and the opportunities presented by having nested indexes that work in tandem with each 

other.  

 

The indexes offer a nuanced picture of strengths and weaknesses on the SDGs in the U.S. and 

activate the SDG framework as a diagnostic tool for dialogue, research, engagement and policy-

making. 

 

Using publicly available data and an aligned methodology, the two indices along with the SDSN 

Global Index, put local progress toward the SDGs in a global context. We show that significant 

data gaps remain in the U.S. around central topics of sustainability at multiple levels of 

government. Breaking down progress across local levels allows community groups, local 

governments and other stakeholders to focus efforts towards maximum impact, and to situate 

themselves in larger state and national contexts to build towards large-scale, transformative 

change. Our work demonstrates that an index in this form can provide an entry point for local 

dialogue on indicators, data gaps, and, ultimately, for action on the SDGs. 

 

As a result, we have a clearer understanding of what it will take to achieve the SDGs in the U.S. 

Data gaps and results also provide a basis to consider what data tools and research will be needed 

to for achieve the Global Goals by 2030. Through exploration of these indicators we see 

potential for collaboration, and opportunity for investment, across all sectors at the city, state and 

national level in the U.S.


