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This paper will explore the lack of inclusion of women farmers or ‘principal 

cultivators’ in much agricultural research practice. As these women account for 

around one third of farmers this represents a significant lost opportunity in increasing 

agricultural production and food security, a key SDG and broader policy issue.  The paper will 

examine strategies that move beyond focusing on women and nutrition, to move directly to their 

role as farmers in their own right to increase their, and thus overall, productivity. 

 

This work is important given the focus on the second ‘green revolution’ in the 2000s, which is 

researching crops for a range of Agro-Climatic requirements and focusing on ‘minor’ crops as 

well as cereals in marginal environments .  Key players in this work and key beneficiaries of this 

research are USAID Feed the Future laboratories and the Australian Centre of International 

Agricultural Research both of which have struggled with the issue. This paper will use case 

studies from both Asia and Africa to highlight issues that either foster or hinder the inclusion 

women farmers, especially following  men's migration.  

 

This research is the product of a Fulbright Fellowship with Kansas State University in 2018 

where, by using USAID archives, as well as contemporaneous literature, the key findings reveal 

not only how women farmers have been excluded from agricultural research, but also case 

studies of successful inclusion of women farmers, and the steps involved. What I found was that 

a much more grounded, context driven, social science approach is required. In this way policies 

and processes can be put in place to understand the particular needs of women farmers and how 

they can be effectively reached in research and extension work. If stronger a focus on women 

farmers can be achieved, then overall food production and family food security can only be 

enhanced.  

 

This paper fits the two conference themes: Agriculture for Development through increasing 

productivity of women’s farming in complex agricultural systems; and the Equality, Equity and 

Development theme in that it explores how women are excluded in agricultural research, which 

is a barrier to development.


