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The study’s goal was to support policy and investments along trade and transportation corridors 

in southwestern Bangladesh to integrate climate-vulnerable populations involved in the 

agricultural sector, particularly women, into trading and to ease their access to transportation 

networks and competitive markets.  

Southwestern Bangladesh is mostly agricultural, and its population is mostly poor. The region is 

seriously affected by climate change, with saltwater intrusion and changing patterns of rainfall. 

People working in agriculture have had to adapt to climate change. For this reason, it was 

important to find out which resilient agriculture supply chains held the greatest potential for 

women and where the opportunities were.  

The geospatial and temporal value-chain analysis allowed us to determine where the skilled 

women were located; who the women entrepreneurs were and their areas of focus; what sectors 

could be developed along trade and transport corridors in this region and what commodities held 

the most potential for development; what the gaps in capacity were and where they occur; and 

what bottlenecks need to be addressed to ensure effective and efficient supply chains.  

Given the lack substantive data analysis on the trade and transport corridors and the supply 

chains, this study provides a computational simulation and analysis of the movement of goods, 

people, and services in southwestern Bangladesh throughout selected value chain sequences. The 

methodology integrated quantitative analysis with robust geospatial analysis, socio-economic 

analysis, risk management and spatial econometrics to empower the “success” of value chains.  

This research allowed us to fill in important gaps in our understanding, to select focal zones in 

the trade and transport corridors for capacity development of women entrepreneurs and SME 

development, and to identify the most promising value chains for the inclusion of women that 

are: fish, flowers and dairy.  

Since this study cuts across multiple sectors, such as transport, trade, gender, resilience, 

agriculture, and SMEs, it could fit under several meeting themes, such as Agriculture for 

Development (our preference), Equality, Equity and Development; or Development and Climate 

Change.   
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