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UNICEF describes child marriage as a violation of human rights because of its 

harmful impacts on overall wellbeing of children. According to Census 2011, out of 27.45 

million ever-married women in the state of West Bengal, India, about 11.06 million women were 

married before attaining 18 years. The state ranked fifth highest in the country with respect to 

prevalence of child marriage in the year 2007-08, with 54.7% of 20-24 years old women are 

married before age 18. To address the problems of early drop out from school and prevent child 

marriage, the state government has initiated the Kanyashree Prakalpa during 2012-13. In this 

conditional cash transfer program, an eligible 13-18-year-old girl receives an annual sum of Rs 

500 (US $7.2) transferred to her bank for continuing secondary and higher secondary education 

(K1); and a one-time payment of Rs 25,000 (US $360.3) on completion of 18 years of age, 

conditional upon her remaining unmarried and continuing education till that age (K2). This paper 

estimates the impact of the scheme on educational participation of girls and on age of marriage, 

using a double difference method. Using the National Family Health Survey data of 2015-16, I 

estimate the difference in educational participation across elder and younger cohorts of boys and 

girls. I find that the eligible cohort of 13-20 years old girls has 10 percentage point higher 

likelihood of participation as compared to their elder cohort of 22-28 years, who were not 

eligible for the program. The impact seems to be13 percentage points among the poorest strata. 

The exposed cohort gets married at about 2.5 years later as compared to the unexposed cohort. 

This impact seems to be as high as 3 years in the poor subsample. The placebo estimates 

restricting the sample among the richest ineligible households, do not produce any impact on the 

eligible cohorts for any outcome. Overall, the scheme seems to reduce the drop our rates among 

girls and the likelihood of under-age marriage. It addresses social barriers to educational 

advances, reduces inequality across genders, and proposes feasible solutions to meet sustainable 

development goals with equality and equity.


