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There is increasing recognition of the importance of women’s land tenure security, but most of 

the research and policy attention has focused on household and individual tenure.  This leaves 

unanswered important questions about whether—and how—women’s land rights can be secured 

under collective tenure, particularly common property systems, and how progress can be 

measured.   

Key dimensions to address include the bundles of rights held, duration, robustness, and how 

rights are shared. In practice, we find women’s security of land rights under collective tenure 

depends on the extent to which the collective (tribe, lineage, or other group) has secure tenure 

over the resource, and the extent to which women’s rights are recognized and exercised within 

the collective.  Although women and men often have a common interest in overall security of the 

collective lands, there are often gender differences in expectations and interests in particular 

resources within those lands, and input into the rules governing the management of specific 

resources can be especially important for women.  Thus, efforts to secure collective land rights 

for the group are likely to be insufficient for securing women’s land rights unless there is also 

attention to the governance arrangements within the collective, as well as social norms that affect 

the implementation of those governance arrangements.  

The framework distinguishes between communal tenure in which lands are allocated to 

individuals and households to use, and common property in which land is used in common, such 

as in pastures, forests, and public areas such as threshing grounds or fish processing areas 

(recognizing that communal tenure may contain a mosaic of both individually and collectively 

used lands).  

The paper assesses what kinds of indicators would be valuable—and feasible--to capture a more 

complete picture of women’s tenure security on land and related natural resources, distinguishing 

between indicators for in-depth research as well as for monitoring and reporting on women’s 

tenure security.  The concluding section draws implications for research and policies and 

programs to protect or strengthen women’s rights to collective resources as well as, or even 

instead of, strengthening individual rights.


