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Article 31 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development considered that climate change is 

the alarming threat for people, planet and prosperity. The agenda set goal 13 as ‘Climate change’ 

with aiming of “taking urgent action to combat climate change and its impact”. At the same time, 

the agenda acknowledged the important contribution of the regional as well as international 

climate governance that can facilitate the effective translation of sustainable development 

policies into concrete action at the national level. On the other hand, the agenda concerns the 

policy realities and capacities with the relevant international rules and commitments. This is 

particularly true for regional climate regimes due to frustrations with global climate regimes. 

With the initial scope on, for example, economic integration such as the South Asian Association 

for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) over 

time develop particular “plans of action” regarding climate change, traditionally referred to as a 

“policy” in comparative government and policy analysis studies. This study attempts to show a 

distinction between two selected cases based on adopted climate issue prioritization and climate 

policy initiatives with policy development. For this, we deploy a comparative policy analysis 

approach that encourages moving beyond the particularities of each case and identifying patterns 

and regularity across cases, settings and time periods. Within the methodological approach of 

qualitative, analytical political ethnography, we used the qualitative research techniques based on 

qualitative content analysis on key policy milestone documents. Our study found that SAARC 

adopted the 2010 Environmental Convention to streamline the climate policy but reduced the 

policy instruments against climate change adaptation and mitigation. Meanwhile, ASEAN 

adopted the ASEAN Multi-sectoral Framework on Climate Change: Agriculture and Forestry 

Towards Food Security (AFCC) to achieve the SDGs and extending the collaboration for 

bringing donor money. We conclude that climate change based environmental law into the 

highly formalized regime does not necessarily lead to stronger climate policy development and 

initiatives. From this distinct study result, all climate policy stakeholders can know strategies and 

contributions of regional climate governances concerning climate change mitigation and 

adaptation.


