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China is at the Crossroads. 

The Chinese development outcomes recorded impressive economic achievements and progress 

across social domains. However, the progress achieved to date has not always been harmonious 

because of unsustainable features, rising inequality, environmental pollution and strong 

provincial disparities. Chinese policymakers, aware of the internal economic and social 

imbalances, have reacted by proposing a political strategy oriented towards a more balanced and 

“harmonious” form of development. 

Therefore, measuring Chinese progress towards SDGs is both a key challenge and an opportunity 

understanding to what extent this increasingly powerful country fits or not with the Agenda 

2030. 

Our dataset is based on official statistics from the Chinese Statistical Bureau (various sources) 

and consists of 42 variables measured at provincial level covering all the 31 provinces for the 

period 1993–2017. These variables are grouped into the 17 unidimensional SDGs domains. 

The Multidimensional Synthesis of Indicators (MSI), a new method for aggregating SDGs 

performances, is used to capture these synergies and heterogeneity of results over time. 

Our analysis of SDGs at Chinese Provincial level allows fully embracing the integrated nature 

(trade-offs and synergies) among the SDGs and understanding how different Chinese policies 

may enhance or reduce SDGs outcomes. 

Our study shows that taking into account the various sources of heterogeneity – i.e. among 

performance in each SDG and among the three dimensions of sustainability – results in relevant 

differences in the SDGs scores and ranking across Chinese provinces. 

All in all, our empirical results and analysis capture and visualize the dynamics of sustainable 

development linking them with Chinese policies over time especially after 2005 when the 

“Harmonious Society” strategy was launched. 

Overall, our empirical analyses provide Chinese policy-makers a better understanding on how 

policies may influence positively or negatively different SDGs and offer further monitoring tools 

to shape policies at country and provincial level in line with the Agenda 2030 for the humanity 

and its common future.


