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The governments and pro-environmental groups have been calling the public for taking actions 

to combat climate change. Many consumers, however, do not seem to ‘walk their talk’. It is 

widely reported that the adoption of greener consumption patterns lags behind the growth of pro-

environmental concerns among consumers. While the governments and the businesses have been 

promoting the success in various pro-environmental campaigns on media, do young people 

increasingly assign environmental responsibilities to governments and businesses rather than to 

themselves? Would the triumphs over the climate change lead to a lower sense of anxiety  and/or 

responsibilities and thus weaker their pro-environmental intention? Or would the success stories 

fuel their self-efficacies in combating climate change and also their intention to act more pro-

environmentally? While a growing research body has indicated the positive impact of self-

efficacy on people’s pro-environmental intention, research on how self-efficacy, the 

governments’ efficacy and businesses’ efficacy interact in shaping pro-environmental intention 

among young people has been virtually missing. Attempting to gain some insights for theorising, 

6 focus groups were conducted to investigate young people’s sense of responsibilities for the 

climate change, and their perceived responsibilities as well as the efficacies of the government 

and the business sector. Our analyses, based on 30 university students indicate the effects of 

governments’ and businesses’ efficacies on young people’s pro-environmental intention are 

fundamentally complementary instead of compensatory. We also suggest that the relationship is 

mediated by self-efficacy. It is also worth noting that a strong sense of distrust of the businesses’ 

interest in slowing down environmental degradation and disappointment with the strength of the 

governmental efforts in promoting environmental and social sustainability. The paper ends with 

implications for theory. Practice and future research directions.


