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Title: Saved by the bell? Schooling effects on crime against women 

Could education reduce female homicides rate? Our main goal is to estimate the 

impact of schooling on female homicides rate in Brazil, which is ranked as the 5th on female 

homicides among the 83 countries studied by the World Health Organization (WHO). The 

country has a female homicides rate of 4.8 homicides per 100,000 female population. About 1/3 

of the female homicides occur inside their own household. The literature on crime theorize that 

schooling may reduce crime through it increasing in human capital: increasing the opportunity 

cost of crime; changing preferences towards crime; improving peer-effect and social network. 

Lower levels of education are listed by WHO as a risk factor for women, increasing her 

probability of suffering violence form their partner. WHO finds that men with lower levels of 

education are more likely of being a perpetrator of sexual violence. Increasing female schooling 

helps to improving women’s access to paid employment and to have access and knowledge of 

their rights. Universal and mandatory basic education is relatively recent in Brazil. Likewise, are 

laws that protected women against domestic violence: 2006 Maria da Penha Law; 2015 

Feminicide Law. Therefore, Brazil makes an interesting case to study the impact of schooling on 

female homicides. In order to study it, we take the most desegregated level of data available on 

this subject to construct a panel analysis with the 645 municipalities of São Paulo state from 

2003 to 2016. The impact of schooling (lag school enrolment at secondary education) on female 

homicide rates is studied controlling for inherited characteristic of each municipality along with 

following measures: the municipality economic performance, employment opportunities, level of 

urbanization, the percentage of youth on population, crime level and the probability to be caught 

(incarceration rate). Our preliminary estimative shows a positive effect of schooling in reducing 

female homicides rate, suggesting that greater access to education for the population, especially 

the male population, would reduce the homicides of the study population. The following step is 

to run new estimates incorporating a measure of labor market opportunities to check if schooling 

affects female homicide rates throughout other channels.


