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impact on young farmer’s farming behavior. 

Our study in northeastern Madagascar explores the driving forces of rural landscape change in a 

telecoupled situation where interactions of distant interlinked socio-ecological systems (SES) 

stakeholders in land governance schemes are limited by geographical, socio-cultural and political 

distances. Objectives are to understand and facilitate collective decision-making processes 

towards sustainable land use.  

Contributions of agriculture to Madagascar’s economic development are weak and farmers still 

belong to the most vulnerable and poorest parts of the population. This is also true for the north-

eastern regions of Madagascar, a biodiversity hotspot where cash crops such as vanilla and 

cloves dominate agricultural production. But augmentations of cash crop prices the last four 

years has exhorted farmers to accelerate spontaneous unsustainable land transformation. 

Against this background, we investigated the land acquisition process in four villages 

particularly productive in cash crop but remoted and located near-by the protected areas. Surveys 

and workshops were conducted across the study sites. In this presentation, we will characterize 

how the change in farming behaviors that leads to change in landscape is affecting the societal 

organization. A first overview and analysis of our data showed that interests of young farmers in 

land acquisition and land transformation is wavering with the local cash crops prices 

fluctuations. And proportion of young farmers and elders land tenure conflicts have intensified 

alongside it.  

Change in social order is noted. Despite the acknowledgement that the younger generations 

should play key-role and be involved in reshaping the future viable environment, we observed 

that, in a telecoupled situation triggered by cash crops prices fluctuation, young farmers are, 

already and solely, structuring progressively the future shape of landscape in this region of 

Madagascar. This new centered youth decision making process raises major concerns in 

fostering the sustainability of social–ecological systems. In this presentation, we will highlight 

the implication of social learning in apprehending and tackling this situation towards a 

sustainable land transformation.


