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Subjective well-being (SWB) is regarded as an important aspect in the 

development society. However, in the SDGs, this point of view seems to be missing. It is 

important to know what factors influence SWB because any development without an increase in 

SWB will not be sustainable in the long term. On the other hand, we may not know some 

important factors that influence SWB because we have never had the opportunity to appreciate 

them in one society or perhaps they are already lost. It is worth investigating the important 

elements for better SWB outcomes in societies that are different from the contemporary world. 

My study investigated SWB of indigenous people resettled due to dam construction in Lao PDR. 

I used structural equation modeling to outline and measure SWB using the questionnaire results 

of 480 samples collected from entire households of three resettled villages. I regressed the 

estimated SWB using a multi-level analysis to reveal individual factors influencing SWB as well 

as the community effects on SWB. Income level was not significant on the level of SWB, an 

experience of conflict had a significantly negative correlation, and community engagement had a 

significantly positive association. The level of SWB was significantly similar within old 

communities where the resettles belonged before the resettlement.  

The resettlers live in the mountainous area close to the reservoir, and they have almost achieved 

all of the 17 SDGs owing to the surrounding rich nature and the compensation support from the 

project. In this situation, community-related components had the largest effect on SWB, and the 

random intercept on SWB from the multi-level analysis showed that these community effects 

had been preserved until now. There are few studies that have observed SWB of indigenous 

people, revealing a community effect on SWB by applying a multi-level analysis. 

SDG-11 targets sustainable cities and communities, but in its explanation, it relates only with the 

material sustainability of cities—the broader aspects of sustainable communities are not 

explained well. The results indicated the importance of sustainable communities for the better 

SWB, and policy makers and urban planners are encouraged to consider this.


