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Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) activities represent an important way to avoid 

significant emissions of CO2, minimizing environmental impacts in a global wide. There is a 

huge potential to apply strategies of CO2 reduction based on CCS activities in Brazil, 

considering, for instance, the Pre-Salt production scenario.  However, in Brazil there is no 

specific regulation on CCS activities, in particular regarding environmental permitting and EIA, 

as well as the institutional attribution from government agencies are not defined. 

This scenario creates a legal insecurity environment for CCS business. Therefore, the mitigation 

of legal, regulatory and institutional risks are necessary to promote CCS activities in Brazil. 

The CCS legal, regulatory, and institutional framework discussed in the present paper involve 

the legal and regulatory tools dedicated to set rules to ensure a safe and effective deployment of 

carbon capture and storage, such as the main environmental permitting requirements. 

Our goal is to point out the environmental licensing requirements on CCS activities in Brazil.  

As a methodology, we will use the Public Action study proposal (Lascoumes e Le Galès, 2012), 

specifically regarding the analysis of legal, regulatory and institutional tools, public and private 

actors and processes that are or may be related to CCS activities in Brazil. 

The environmental permitting is regulated by the National Environmental Policy Act (Federal 

Law no. 6,938/1981). Complementary Law no. 140/2011 establishes rules for the cooperation 

among the Federal, States and Municipal governments in the administrative actions related to 

environmental protection. 

National Environmental Council (CONAMA) established the Resolution no.  01/1986 to request 

an environmental impact assessment (EIA) and environmental impact report (EIR) before the 

competent environmental regulatory agency grants an environmental permit for an activity or 

enterprise. 

CONAMA Resolution no. 237/1997 establishes three types of environmental permits.  

CCS activities involves: (i) capture of CO2 includes large stationary source facilities; (ii) 

transport of CO2 includes a category on ‘transport, terminals and deposits’, establishing 

environmental licensing processes. (iii) storage of CO2 includes a category on extraction and 

mineral treatment with a subtopic on well drillings and oil and gas production (Romeiro-

Conturbia, 2014, p. 131).


