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In India, 85 percent of natural resources and mineral wealth lie in areas populated 

by indigenous tribal communities. In order to achieve an economically sound mining operation, 

the government of India with public sector undertakings and private mining companies has 

consistently neglected the sustainable development and welfare of these tribal communities and 

disregarded environmental concerns in these biodiversity-rich areas. This is unconstitutional as 

these are protected communities and any corporate or invasive undertaking cannot be done 

without the consent of every adult member.  I conducted field work to assess the impact of 

mining in two comparable regions in eastern part of India: Bailadila mountain ranges of 

Chhattisgarh state, where iron ore (Hematite) have been mined from open cast operations since 

1968; and Niyamgiri mountain ranges with high potential of Bauxite (ore of aluminium) but due 

to strong consistent opposition by the tribal communities within the purview of existing laws, 

mining has been banned by the Supreme Court of India. My study shows the alarming effects of 

rampant mining by government-corporate nexus on human and environmental health and 

development in Bailadila. It is also one of the reasons of a leftist insurgency thriving here. I used 

participation observation methods and extensive personal interviews to generate qualitative date 

and original photographs from my field work as a part of visual data. My research follows 

Marxist geography perspectives by David Harvey, Michael Watts and Homer Dixon. This study 

is significant because very little research has been done in this domain and geographical area and 

none which are comparative in nature. Tribal communities constitute nearly 10 percent of India’s 

about 1.4 billion population and to ignore their interests defeats India’s stated aim of achieving 

sustainable development. I have assessed the human and environmental cost of mining by using 

original empirical evidence based on rigorous field work which, in this geographical area, is 

unprecedented. This research can generate literature to allow further investigations which may 

pave way for a better strategy by the central and state government in India to better manage 

mineral resources without harming indigenous communities and environment.


