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In the past decade, wind power has become the world’s fastest-growing source of 

power. Nevertheless, despite high general public support for wind energy and increasing capital 

flowing into this sector, the low success rates achieved in planned applications due to local social 

opposition is threatening wind energy advancements. The tensions and lack of consent from 

different stakeholders concerning wind energy interventions have provoked confrontation across 

scales and spaces, suggesting that the implementation of wind energy is inherently political.  

 

This enigma has been thoroughly studied in Western European countries. Yet, few studies have 

worked towards the conceptualisation of opposition in emergent economies. This is especially 

important since wind resource is mostly located in remote deserts, plains, and mountaintops, 

where marginalised people often live. It is thus relevant to examine how the lives of the poor and 

marginalised are shaped by the introduction or expansion of wind power. This paper will aim at 

identifying key issues related to wind energy opposition and determinants of acceptability (under 

‘sustainable’ terms) in Southern Mexico where indigenous communities are actively rejecting 

wind farms. 

 

The study employed an evolving mixed-methods research – comprising interviews, focus group 

discussions, and survey observations- that brought together Sen’s Capability Approach (Sen 

1985, 1999, 2009) and Gaventa’s method of power analysis (Gaventa 2006) to collect 

information of differing stakeholders perceptions about wellbeing and governance decisions 

within Mexico’s wind energy sector. Preliminary findings conclude that local acceptance under 

sustainable terms will only be attained through inclusive community engagement that pays 

particular attention to valued ways of being and doing of the local population, such as access to 

higher education and quality health services in the Mexican case.  

 

This paper aims at recognising spaces for change and transformation of exclusion in the wind 

energy sector, while generating insights to promote a sustainability agenda that situates today’s 

marginalised people as central agents of development. Furthermore, this case study on wind 

energy can be seen as a starting point to analyse other sustainable energy sources, which together 

can contribute to an energy mix towards an inclusive low carbon transition.


