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Because of the way in which protected areas have been conceptualized worldwide, this 

conservation instrument is an important source of conflict generation. Both scholars and 

conservation practitioners recognize that in order to effectively meet the objectives of protected 

areas, it is important to manage and reduce conservation conflicts. In countries like Mexico, 

where most of the territory where protected areas are located belongs to the local population, in 

many cases indigenous, most conflicts are between the authorities in charge of conservation and 

the local population. Since the implementation of policies and programs in protected areas fall 

largely to park rangers, they are perceived as the ones that impair local livelihoods and as the 

source of conflicts. This is why we considered that it is pertinent to know the perspective of park 

rangers on the conservation conflicts that exist in the protected areas where they work. For this, 

we conducted 249 surveys and semi-structured interviews with park rangers from all regions of 

Mexico. We asked them about the main conflicts that exist in their protected areas, how they 

managed them and if there are formal or informal mechanisms for conflict resolution. We 

performed multivariate analysis to look for correlations between the type of conflicts and 

management categories of protected areas. We found that, according to park rangers, the main 

conflicts are related to the implementation of economic activities (65%), followed by land use 

change (18%) and conflicts over land tenure (11 %). We did not find any similarity in the type of 

conflicts, the size of the protected area or the management category. Interestingly, most park 

rangers do not perceive that the activity they develop or the institution they represent is one of 

the main sources of conflicts. As well, they recognized that, at least institutionally, there are no 

concrete mechanisms to address conservation conflicts. Our research shows that in order to 

effectively manage conservation conflicts, Interventions have to occur at multiple levels. To get 

started, local population and park rangers have to recognize themselves as a source of conflict 

and have to work together towards the management of conservation conflicts.


