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Community-based wildlife governance is a popular wildlife conservation 

approach, particularly in developing countries. This approach calls for granting rural people 

durable use rights over wildlife resources, so that they are incentivized to conserve those 

resources to ensure the availability of future benefits. Yet, unlike with other common-pool 

resources, rural communities can be harmed by the wildlife they govern because of losses 

associated with human-wildlife conflict (HWC). In theory, in a community-based governance 

approach, the perceived benefits of sustainable wildlife use should offset or exceed the costs 

associated with HWC. But, in practice this is not always the case, and losses incurred from HWC 

may cause community members to develop an antagonistic relationship with the very resources 

they are tasked with conserving.  

 

This project uses household level surveys from four community-based wildlife governance 

jurisdictions (called ‘conservancies’) in Namibia’s remote northwest Kunene region. Residents 

were asked about their experiences with HWC, the benefits they have received from community 

wildlife conservation efforts, and their attitudes toward a variety of specific wildlife species. My 

study finds that residents consistently evidenced negative attitudes towards predators and 

elephants (two groups of animals that are most often involved in HWC) despite the fact that most 

respondents generally support conservation efforts and report having received benefits from the 

wildlife through their membership in the conservancies.  

 

The management of wildlife resources remains relatively understudied compared to other 

common-pool resources, such as fisheries or forests. My analysis helps develop this body of 

research by analyzing residents’ responses in light of existing common-pool and wildlife 

governance theories.  From a practical standpoint, implications regarding successful project 

design are discussed, which can help inform policymakers in the design of community-based 

wildlife management projects.


