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Title: Are the Sustainable Development Goals good for inland fish and fisheries? 

Identifying positive synergies and threats to a globally important food system. 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent a pathway to sustainable development by 

synergizing social, economic, and biodiversity pillars for the ‘future we want’. But a food system 

must be adequately represented during sustainable development discussions or else decisions 

may compromise its sustainability and production. Inland fisheries are a globally vital source of 

food and livelihood for vulnerable communities and there is concern that its interests are 

inadequately represented in the SDGs. Given inland fisheries are already threatened by current 

freshwater development dominated by non-fishery sectors, there is a need to evaluate if 

implementing SDGs adequately protects or will further threaten inland fish and fisheries. 

First, using evidence and expert opinion, we score the influence implementing the 169 SDG 

targets have on five different important inland fishery biophysical and production systems. To do 

so, we reinterpret current threats to inland fish and fisheries, scoring the direction and magnitude 

of the relationship as either positive, negative, negligible, or both positive and negative. We 

show that of the ones having interactions, most are positive in direction, suggesting the SDG 

framework is an overall sustainable approach for inland fish and fisheries. However, negative 

scores, where attaining an SDG target threatens inland fish and fisheries, also exist. These 

negatively impacting targets include those found in SDG 1 (‘No Poverty’), SDG 2 (‘Zero 

Hunger’) and SDG 8 (‘Decent Work and Economic Growth’), the same essential services 

provided by inland fishing to fishing communities; overlooking inland fisheries in the pursuit of 

these goals may actually undermine reaching the goal because of unaccounted and negative 

consequences to inland fisheries production.  

Governments and development agencies can use this network to identify targets that positively 

synergize with inland fisheries and targets warranting caution in how they are achieved. 

Facilitating the inclusion of inland fisheries interests in development agendas can both address 

threats to inland fisheries and protect their vital contribution as a source of food and livelihood. 

This network hopes to be the boundary object sparking this necessary discussion and can be 

utilized by other systems for a holistic and collaborative course towards 2030.  


