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Title: Inland fisheries—Invisible but integral to the United Nations’ sustainable development 

agenda for ending hunger and poverty by 2030 

While it is impractical to highlight every contributing component at the highest level, we contend 

that inland fisheries are vital contributors to achieving the United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), especially for No Poverty (SDG 1) and Zero Hunger (SDG 2). 

Inland fish are the primary source of animal protein, vital mircronutrients, and livelihoods for 

millions of rural poor in developing countries. However, sustainability of inland fisheries is often 

challenged by other water resource uses and ecosystem service exploitation, such as dam 

construction for hydropower generation and conversion of floodplains for agriculture. As the 

vast majority of inland fisheries are small-scale operations or subsistence in nature, the lack of 

policy prioritization and protection from threats of other water-use sectors can undermine inland 

fisheries’ ability to support SDG 1 and 2. 

Through extensive literature review and analyzing FAO statistics, we show that the percentage of 

the population engaged in inland fisheries and their per capita fish catch tend to be higher in 

countries with a per capita income below the U.S. $2 per day poverty threshold, and Low-

Income Food-Deficit (LIFD) countries account for 38% of reported inland fisheries harvest, and 

over 90% of which is used directly for human consumption. Overlooking the role and 

contribution of inland fisheries to reducing poverty (both prevention of further poverty escalation 

and promotion of economic and social growth) and ending hunger may make achieving SDG 1 

and 2 even more challenging, particularly in LIFD countries, where inland fisheries frequently 

serve as a livelihood buffer and a sustainable food system. 

We posit that prioritizing conservation and sustainable use of inland fisheries and protection of 

their associated ecosystems through development decision-making will help maintain a nutritious 

and accessible food resource, prevent further poverty escalation, and promote economic and 

social growth, as well as contribute to achieving many other SDGs, particularly SDG 13 

(Climate Action), SDG 14 (Life Below Water) and 15 (Life on Land).  


